


@CKER LIBRARY ARCHITECTURE 


WHIVERCITY OF KKLINel? 


THE’ BUILDER-» = 


INCORPORATING 


MAK 23 ide 


“ ARCHITECTURE” AND “THE BRITISH ARCHITE&@IRYY OF ILLINOIS 


VOL. CLXVIII 


FEBRUARY 9 1945 


No. 5323 


A REVISION OF BUILDING REGULATIONS 


HE greatly extended scope of the Factory Acts 
effected by the Act of 1937, which swept a great 
number of building and constructional operations into 
the ambit of factory legislation, made it inevitable that 
the Ministry of Labour and National Service should 
draft new Building Regulations. Progress in this 
direction has been delayed by war conditions, but the 
long expected regulations have now been published in 
draft form by the Ministry. (H.M. Stationery Office, 
price 6d. net.) They take the anticipated form of 
a revision and consolidation of the Building Regulations 
of 1926 and 1931 with many additions to cover the 
extended scope of the 1937 Act. 
The Ministry is much to be commended in that the 
new Regulations are published as a preliminary draft 
so that those interested may study them and make 


appropriate comments which will be taken into con-. 


sideration and discussed in conferences with the Ministry 
before a final document is issued. ; 

This opportunity to co-operate in the preparation of 
legislation which will have a far-reaching effect upon the 
economics of the whole building and constructional 
industry will be eagerly seized by the many associations of 
employers and operatives in the industry, and the two 
or three months allowed for study of the preliminary 
draft are none too much for the purpose. It will be well, 
therefore, that interested organisations should inform 
the Ministry at a very early stage in their deliberations 
that they will have comments to put forward and 
possibly to be discussed. 

The preface to the Ministry draft explains that in its 
preparation consideration has been given to develop- 
ments in methods of . building construction since 1926 
and accident experience since that date, and also to the 
recommendations of the International Labour Conven- 
tion of 1937. This probably gives the clue to its wide 
application and scope. The regulations are to apply to 
the following opeiations, whether undertaken by way 
of trade or business or for the purpose of any industrial 
or commercial undertaking, viz.: the construction, 
structural alteration, repair or maintenance of a building 
(including repointing, redecoration and external cleaning 
of the structure), the demolition of a building, and the 
preparation for, and laying the foundation of an intended 
building, and to machinery and plant used in such opera- 
tions. Certain exceptions are made to which the 
regulations will not apply, viz.: docks, harbours, 
wharves, quays, piers, sea defence works, lighthouses at 
sea, river works, canals, dams, reservoirs, aqueducts, 
viaducts, bridges, tunnels, sewers, filter beds and gas- 
holders. These latter are not to be regarded as 
** buildings.” 

It is clear that a great deal of the normal building 
work of the country will be controlled in one way or 
another by this extension of Factory legislation. The 


directions in which this control will be effected are set 
out in Parts II to VII of the draft and are :—II. 
Scaffolds and means of access, covering suspended scaf- 
folds, trestle scaffolds and their regular inspection ; 
working platforms, gangways, 


runs and stairs ; ladders ; 


openings in floors and walls, and roof work ; IIT. Raising 
and lowering, including lifting appliances of all kinds ; 
IV. Excavations; V. Demolition; VI. Health and 
welfare, and VII. a Miscellaneous section devoted to 
safety in the use of machinery, mechanically propelled 
vehicles, explosives, and in numerous other connections 
including the appointment of “ safety offieers ” and the 
keeping of registers for the various reports and par- 
ticulars required by the regulations. 


It is very difficult to select particular items for 
mention in a document of 30 pages which comprises, 
98 sections and a schedule, but the following few points 
will illustrate the catholicity of the draft regulations. 
Paragraph 20 (1) provides that where a scaffold is erected 
or substantially added to or altered (a) it shall be 
inspected by a competent person appointed by the em- 
ployer or contractor who carried out the erection, addi- 
tion or alteration ; and (b) a report of the results of such 
inspection in the prescribed form and including the 
prescribed particulars and signed by the person making 
the inspection shall forthwith be entered in or attached 
to the prescribed register. Similar requirements with 
regard to inspections and appropriate entries in registers 
are found in paragraph 21 relating to the use of scaf- 
folding after bad weather or interruption of work ; 
paragraph 34 relating to the weekly inspection of lifting 
appliances ; paragraph 57 relating to the testing before 
use of the anchorage of cranes ; and paragraph 75 re- 
lating to the weekly inspection of earthworks in excava- 
tions. Openings in floors and walls are required by 
paragraph 30 to be provided with guard rails and toe 
boards or a cover to prevent the fall of persons, materials 
and tools through the opening, and when work is done 
on or over open joisting through which a person is liable 
to fall, the joisting shall be securely boarded over or 
other measures taken to prevent falls of persons. This 
requirement will probably be very carefully considered 
by steelwork erectors. 

Regulation No. 57, which deals with derrick cranes, 
is interesting in that it requires such cranes to conform 
with British Standard Specification No. 327, issued in 
1930. 

The health and welfare regulations, Nos. 80 to 84, 
will probably arouse discussion. Among them are re- 
quirements for adequate first-aid (on a site where more 
than 25 persons are employed the first-aid equipment to 
be in the charge of a trained first-aider), and on large jobs 
for an ambulance room; accommodation for taking 
shelter during bad weather ; accommodation for meals 
with facilities for boiling water and washing, and on 
large jobs a canteen, if necessary. 


Enough has been said to show that the new Regulations 
are of importance to all builders, contractors and 
operatives, and none can afford to be ignorant of them. 
It will be a great pity if they are not studied in 
draft and advantage taken of the willingness of the 
Minister: to consider comments, some of which will 
undoubtedly turn upon the increases in the cost of 
building which the Regulations may engender. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 


Exhibition of French Prefabricated 
Houses. 

An exhibition of French prefabricated 
houses, entitled ‘‘ Devastation and Recon- 
struction,’’ will be opened by M. P. H. 
Tietgen, Minister of Information of the 
French Provisional Government, at the 
K.1.B.A., 66. Portland-place, W.1, on 
February 15, at 3 p.m., and will remain 
open daily (Sundays excepted) from 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m., until March 15. 

The exhibition is being brought over 
from France under the auspices of the 
French Ministry of Information, and is 
the first exhibition to be produced since 
the liberation of Paris. It was prepared 
in France during the German occupation 
under enormous difficulties and in spite of 
political direction on the policy of reton- 
struction which tended to ignore all but 
effete and obsolete methods of construc- 
tion. 


Death of Ragnar Ostberg. 

‘Tue death has taken place at Stockholm 
of Professor Ragnar Ostberg, architect of 
the Town Hall, Marine Museum and the 
Ostermnalm School at Stockholm—buildings 
which have had a profound effect on 
current architectural design. Ostberg, 
who was in his 79th year, was awarded the 
R.1.B.A. Royal Gold Medal for Architec- 
ture in 1926, and in 1930 was elected an 
honorary member of the Royal Academy. 


L.C.C. Housing Costs. 

AN interesting index to probable post- 
war building costs is given in a report to 
the L.C.C. by its Housing Committee, 
which in 1944 approved a revised scheme 
of housing development at an estimated 
cost, based on pre-war prices, of 
£1,191,000, of the Woodberry Down site, 
Stoke Newington. The Committee is now 
advised that the approximate post-war 
cost is estimated at £1,906, an in- 
crease of just under 63 per cent. 


India at the A.A. 

Tue work of Mogul architects who 
“‘ wrought like Titans and finished their 
work like jewellers ’’ did not receive much 
attention from Mr. Basil Sullivan in his 
recent lecture before the Architectural 
Association. Nor did the pagodas and 
topes of earlier builders, nor yet the less 
ornamental work of modern European 
architects who have followed these others. 
Mr. Sullivan was himself in the employ 
of the Punjaub Government for a quarter 
of a century, and from the fact that he is 
able to append the letters C.I.E. to his 
name we may assume that his work was 
appreciated; but, called upon at short 
notice, he thought it wise to take a general 
view of India and speak of its geographi- 
cal, racial, religious and political aspects. 

Working on sq large a canvas, he could 
not do more than produce what he himself 
described as a sketch of a sketch, the 
barest outline of his subject. He com- 
pared the 340,000,000 population of India 
with the 45,000,000 here, dividing it 
according to whether it was under British 
rule or native princes, and further divid- 
ing it according to race, language and re- 
ligion. There were, he told ‘his audience, 
seven main languages and 222 dialects, 
and, besides Hindus and Moslems, there 
were Buddhists, Jains, Parsis, Sikhs, 
Christians and aboriginal nature wor- 
shippers in the jungle. Among the lan- 
tern slides were those of a Hindu temple 
and a mosque, and Mr. Sullivan con- 
trasted the two entirely different styles of 
architecture. 





Fatehpur Sikri. 
Masor Lonepen, who moved that the 
thanks of the meeting be given to the lec- 
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iurer, took occasion to allude to Fatehpur 
Sikri, the City of Victory, built by Akbar, 
the great contemporary of our own Eliza- 
beth. He quoted an English visitor of 
that time who said that Fatehpur Sikri 
was as big as the City of London, decor- 
ated in a fantastic manner, contained 
palaces and libraries with thousands of 
books, and was surrounded by a wall of 
red sandstone. Mr. Sullivan said he had 
visited this place. He had gone up an 
enormous flight of steps into a tremendous 
enclosure built of red sandstone and found 
himself entirely alone. There were some 
perfectly lovely buildings. Various 
reasons had been given for Akbar’s de- 
serting the city; the most probable was 
that there were great difficulties in the 
matter of water supply. Mr. Sullivan 
added that in days gone by hard bricks 
of different colours, delightful to work 
with, had been made in the Punjaub, but 
the Public Works Department had 
changed that, and the bricks were no 
more made. He had been used to find a 
deserted garden, buy the wall round it, 
and use the bricks in his building.. 

The thoughtful members of the audi- 
ence must have been impressed by the 
reference to Fatehpur Sikri. Akbar’s 
dynasty has gone. His seat is occupied 
by the successors of men who came to 
him begging permission to establish trad- 
ing stations in his dominions. Bats flit 
through the ruined arches, jackals prowl 
in the courts where he sat surrounded by, 
theologians, artists and musicians. 


Landscapes by Oliver Hill. 

Mr. Ottver Hitt‘is to be congratulated 
on his exhibition of landscapes in oils at 
the Leicester Galleries. This, so far as we 
know, is the first one-man show of such 
work by an architect. Not many archi- 
tects are painters in oil-colours. The sub- 
jects embrace. landscapes, seascapes, archi- 
tecture, and one nude. Architects’ work, 
as a rule, has more the character of the 


COMING EVENTS 


Tuesday, February 13. , 

Housine Centre. Mr. G. E. Haynes on “ Dis- 
persal: An Inquiry Made by the N.C.8.8.” 13, 
Suffolk-street, S.W.1. 1.15 p.m. (buffet luncheon, 
12.45 p.m.). 

R.IB.A. Mr. H. §.  Goodhart-Rendel, 
P-P.R.LB.A., on “ The Work of the Late Sir 
Edwin Lutyens.” 66, Portland-place, W.1. 
5.30 p.m. 





Wednesday, February 14. 

Roya Sanitary Institute. Papers on “ Venti- 
lation of Buildings.” 90, Buckingham Palace- 
road, §.W.1. 2.30 p.m. 

Rovat Society or Arts. Wing/Com. T. R. Cave- 
Browne-Cave (Director of Camouflage, M.H.S.) 
on “Camouflage for the Protection of Civil 
Factories, and its Application to Peace-time 
Purposes.”” At Mechanical Engineers, Storey’s 
Gate, 8.W. 5.30 p.m. 

British FepgRation oF Social Workers. Mr. 
on “The Neighbourhood Unit 


R. T. Kennedy 
Alliance Hall, Palmer- 


in Town Planning.” 
street, S.W.1. 6 p.m. 
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draughtsman than the painter. This 
cannot be said of Mr. Hill’s work. The 
exhibits are sketches or impressions, direct 
and unlaboured in execution, with pleasing 
atmospheric effects and colour. It is not 
possible to enumerate many of the archi- 
tectural subjects which appeal, but men- 
tion must be made of No. 68, Tickenham, 
Somerset; No, 72, Chichester; No. 75, 
Steyning Church; and No. 84, Entrance to 
Hilles. Of the seascapes, No. 53, Ben 
More from Iona, is particularly charming 
in its colour scheme. The one and only 
nude, a ‘‘ back elevation,’’ to use an archi- 
tectural term, is meritorious and broadly 
handled. Some fifty sketches are on view. 
The exhibition remains open until Feb- 
ruary 20. 


Appointments. 

Tue GRENFELL Barnes Group or ARCHI- 
tects, of Guildhall-street, Preston, com- 
prising Messrs. Grenfell Baines, J. H. 
Broadbent, H. Walter, H. L. Worrall, 
J. A. Ashworth, T. Mellor, J. Fletcher 
and T. Hargreaves, have been appointed 
by the Ministry of Works to be consul- 
tant architects for the layout of tem- 
porary houses in the whole of the north- 
west region. This area includes Lanca- 
shire, north of Manchester and Liverpool, 
Westmorland and Cumberland. 

They will be at the disposal of local 
authorities to assist and advise, if called 
upon. They will deal with such matters 
as layout, landscape and colour schemes, 
and external painting. They also will 
advise on the planning of roads and ser- 
vices. 

Messrs. H. V. AsHtEY AND WINTON 
Newman, FF.R.I.B.A., 27, Thurlow- 
road, N.W.3, have heen selected by Dept- 
ford B.C. to prepare the Council’s first- 
year programme of permanent houses. 

For the conversion of premises into 
flats for rehousing, WaNDswortH B.C. has 
appointed the following architects : 

arold Baily, F.R.I.B.A., 82, Victoria- 
street, S.W.1; Ewart G. Culpin, 
F.R.I.B.A., 18, Selwyn House, Maner 
Field, S.W.15; C. Lovett Gill, F.R.I.B.A., 
41,. Russell-square, W.C.1; Joseph Hill, 
F.R.I.B.A., 124, Sloane-street, S.W.1; 
Basil Hughes, F.R.I.B.A., 34, Queen 
Anne-street, W.1; R. Mountford Pigott, 
F.R.I.B.A., 14, Cromwell-place, S.W.7; 
W. A. Cessford Ball, F.R.I.B.A., Grant- 
ham House, Putney Heath, S.W.15; Sir 
John Brown and Henson, 117, Sloane- 
street, S.W.1; Geo. peat and Son, 
7, Lawrence Pountney-hill, E.C.4; H. 
Bailey and Farrier, 7, Thornton-hill, 
S8.W.19; J. Ernest Franck, F.R.I.B.A., 
23, Oakhill-court, S.W.15; George Fair- 
weather, F.R.I.B.A., 7, Welbeck-street, 
W.1. 


From The Builder of 1845. 
Saturday, February 8, 1845. 

REPEAL OF THE Winpow Tax.—Some of 
the largest and most influential of the 
Metropolitan parishes have determined 
upon petitioning Parliament to abolish 
this most pernicious impost.... Sir C. 
Napier said [at Marylebone Vestry] that, 
although the Government had a surplus 
revenue, and although he would support 
a total and immediate repeal of the win- 
dow duties, still he despaired of success. 
... The claims upon the Government, 
now that there was a surplus revenue, 
were pressing in the extreme, and there 
was one to which his attention had been 
called which affected the poorer classes, 
namely, a repeal of the duty on soap. 
The reason he was afraid that the Govern- 
ment would refuse to grant a total repeal 
of the window duties was the vast amount 
they brought to the revenue—he believed 
no less than 1,200,000/. 
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MASTER PLAN FOR BATH 


REVIEWED BY HUGH BANKART, A.R.1.B.A., AND 
MOLLY J. TAYLOR, F.R.!.B.A. 


“* Who seeks to please all men each way, 
And not himself offend, 
He may begin his work to-day, 
But God knows when he’ll end.” 


Wirn this epigram circulated at Bath 
in the year 1752 commences the authors’ 
introductory note with which Sir Patrick 
Abercrombie, M.A. (L’pool), F.R.I.B.A., 
P-P.T.P.I. (Town Planning Consultant), 
Mr. John Owen, M.Inst.M.&Cy.E., F.S.I.. 
A.M.T.P.I. (City Engineer of Bath), and 
Mr. H.- Anthony Mealand, F.R.I.B.A., 
M.T.P.I. (Town Planning Officer), pre- 
sent their comprehensive report of some 
80,000 words introducing to the public the 
master plan for Bath, providing for an 
evolutionary programme of orderly pro- 
gressive development over the coming 50 
years, 

The proposals were presented to the 
public at a well-devised exhibition of 
maps, diagrams, drawings, photographs 
and models opened by Mr. W. 8S. Mor- 
rison (the Minister of Town and Country 
Planning) at the Art Gallery in the 
Guildhall, Bath, on Thursday, February 1. 

Dominating the exhibition at one end 
of the hall and covering a whole wall is 
a large plan showing the entire framework 
of the scheme, and arcund the remainder 
of the gallery the plan is, for convenience, 
progressively explained by means of divi- 
sion into seven sections, showing in greater 
detail its development and _ illustrating 
Bath—historical and present day, Geor- 
ian Bath, communications, neighbour- 
oods and housing, communities, the cen- 
tral area, industry and open spaces. In 
the middle is a remarkable model to 
1/500th scale showing the central area of 
the city of the future, as conceived by the 
planners. The exhibition is further en- 
hanced by excellent perspective drawings 


in colour by A. Fare, F.R.I1.B.A.. 
R.W.A., and J. D. M. Harvey, and 
the havoc wrought by the Baedeker 


Raids of April, 1942, is grimly illustrated 
by photographs taken by the staff of the 
Bath and Wilts Chronicle. 


This plan is the outcome of a resolution 
passed by the Bath and District Joint 
Planning Committee on June 21, 1943, but 
prior to this a planning scheme for Bath 
and district had already reached the draft 
stage at the time of the outbreak of war 
in 1939. 

It was, however, recognised that the air 
raid devastation, urgent housing prob- 
lems coupled with new planning legisla- 
tion, and a fresh outlook on planning 
generally made a more detailed examina- 
tion of the city’s planning problems a 
vital necessity. 

The exhibition and the draft report do 
not adequately convey the vast amount of 
research and work involved in the colla- 
tion of information; for each drawing ex- 
hibited many alternatives have had to be 
prepared in shaping the form of the plan, 
and it is apparent that much hard work 
and careful thought have been expended 
on its preparation to bring the plan to 
the final form as it emerges to-day. 


Ancient Bath. 

Lying in a basin amid the surrounding 
hills, Bath is unique as a city in England. 
It has the oldest and most complete 
Roman remains in this country, in a finer 
state of preservation than the Baths of 
Caracalla in Rome, but its history goes 
back beyond Roman times to Bladud, 
mythical founder of the city and son of 
Lud Hudibras, King of Britain, ‘‘ who, 
after contracting leprosy, was expelled 
from his father’s court and became a 
swineherd.’’ Legend says that ‘‘ he im- 
parted the disease to the herd, and, fear- 
ing the anger of his patron, drove the 
pigs over the river into the warm morass 
made by the hot springs of Bath, and, 
following them, all were cured. Later he 
re-entered his father’s court and was re- 
ceived with rapture, returning again to 
erect baths and lay the foundations of the 
city.” 

It is certain that Bath was océupied by 
the Romans at an early stage of their con- 
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BATH MASTER PLAN : The Riverside Cafe, from south of Pulteney Bridge. 


quest, probably about the reign of 
Claudius (A.D. 41-54). | Aquae Sulis, as 
Bath was known by the Romans, was 
chosen by them as a place of relaxation 
for the Roman legionaries, and may well 
have been the place where they schisaled 
the Ancient Britons in the arts of peace, 
and remained until a.p. 410, when the 
legions were withdrawn. The original 
city never exceeded 23 acres in extent, 
and its enclosing wall was on much the 
same line as the later medieval walls, 
which can be discerned to-day from the 
present street names within the existing 
central city areas—Westgate, Southgate, 
Northgate, and Upper and _ Lower 
Borough Walls. 

In medieval times Bath was a fairly 
prosperous episcopal and monastic city, 
with a reputation for its healing waters, 
but there was very little if any develop- 
ment without the city walls. John 
Leland, who came to Bath during this 
time, described the city : ‘‘ Between the 
Old Bridge and the South Gate of Bath 
were fair meadows on either hand, and 
the city is set in a fruitful and pleasant 
valley with many springs of pure water 
which are taken to the houses in pipes 
of lead.” 

The 16th century (that of the Reforma- 
tion) brought great changes to Bath, and 
many of the old landmarks were swept 
away; the area of the city was enlarged 
outside its walls. 

After the visit to Bath of Queen Anne 
of Denmark in 1616, and her devotion to 
the taking of the healing waters, a turning 
point was reached in the city’s history, 
and the aristocracy of England followed 
their Queen to the Baths rather than to 
their previous Continental spas. 


Georgian Bath. 

Beau Nash came to Bath in 1702 in the 
wake of Queen Anne, and became the 
popular ‘Master of Ceremonies’; he 
took his office with the greatest serious- 
ness and set a standard no one dared to 
break. Roads were repaired and lit, the 
Pump Room was rebuilt, and the Assembly 
Rooms reopened; in this century other 
famous men, such-as Ralph Allen, Dr. 
Oliver and John Wood, changed Bath 
from a provincial town to a city famous 
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BATH MASTER PLAN : View of the Model, showing how Grand Parade would be opened up from the new riverside 
thoroughfare, with a new Square replacing existing premises in Bridge-street. 


for its healing water, noble architecture 
and social functions. 

Also in this period were conceived and 
planned the famous and _ still existing 
streets, circus and crescents which form 
the basis of the present scheme for Bath 
of the future. 

In the 19th and 20th centuries, owing to 
lack of proper planning control, the lovely 
riverside and country views, so much a 
part of the ancient city, were lost, and 
some of the finest examples of Georgian 
architecture became hidden from view by 
squalid surroundings—such as_ Ralph 
Allen’s town house. 


The Proposed Plan. 
** Let Ancient Architecture be your Tutor, 
but not your Model.’’—Joun Ruskin. 

Under. the present proposals the central] 
city area will be divided into ten pre 
cincts, most of the existing centre, to 
gether with the Georgian buildings on the 
north side, remaining virtually untouched. 

This idea of precincts is again exem 
plified in the conception of the ‘‘ Com- 
munity of Bath,’’ consisting of 14 neigh- 
bourhoods and 13 parishes or parts of 
parishes fringing the existing city boun- 
dary, the total area being 90,990 acres, 
with an existing normal population of 
78,500. 

An optimum population of 81,000 is 
suggested, which allows for a_ future 
natural increase of 2,500. This increase 
and the overspill from reducing dense 
pockets within the city will be redistri- 
buted in this “‘ Community of Bath.’ 

The governing idea in the replanning 
has been the hot springs of Bath and the 
development of the health centre precinct 
with a new hospital for rheumatic 
diseases, medical research centre, hostels 


and enclosed swimming baths on a site 
almost equal to the size of the Reman city 
and with a spacious garden facing the 
Avon. The authors say that the develop- 
ment of the area as a centre of healing 
of and combat with rheumatism—public 
scourge No. 1—represents the finest ges- 
ture of modern Bath to the world; its 
healing waters are to be made available 
to the greatest number of people and at 
the lowest cost. It is confidently ex- 
pected that the building of this great 
work will prove that modern architects 
and landscapists can hold their own with 
the mighty Georgian masters of the past. 

Fundamental to the plan is the reshap- 


ing of the present read system. The 
usual “‘ outer ring idea not being ap- 
plicable to Bath, east-west (London- 


Bristol) through traffic is To be diverted 
north of the central city area by means of 
a double carriageway arterial road, pass- 
ing under the existing north-west Lans- 
down-road, while the Bristol-Salisbury- 
Southampton traffic at present passing 
through the city is to be by-passed to the 
south-west. A most striking feature of 
the internal road plan is an inner circle 
within the central area for major local 
traffic on to which radial approach roads 
converge; this ring practically encircles 
the ancient city area containing the Abbey 
(known as ‘‘ the Lantern of England ’’) 
Pump Room, Roman Eaths and Guildhall 
along the line of the old medieval walls, 


thus making it a ‘‘ precinct’’ free from 
main streams of traffic. 
Similarly, a much larger area— 


‘“Wood’s Town’’—comprising central 
Georgian Bath, including Milsom-street, 
the Royal Crescent, the Circus and the 
Paragon, is preserved from traffic intru- 


sion by means of the new east-west arterial 
road. 

The proposals for Georgian Bath have 
been considered as one of the first features 
of tho plan. 

Bath of the future is to be no Georgian 

‘museum piece ”’ or an “ exhibition town 
Picesi: as a show place ’’; nor could the 
wholesale destruction of Bath as we know 
and value it be contemplated—a middle 
policy of adaptation is clearly indicated. 

Two hundred and eighteen buildings of 
architectural or historic interest were 
seriously damaged or -destroyed in the 
raids, including the Assembly Rooms; 
many form part of complete architectural 
compositions such as the Royal Crescent 
and Circus, and it is obvious that they 
must be restored. 

There are approximately 1,700 Geor, ian 
houses in Bath out of a total of 20, 
an exhaustive survey and classification rea 
been made, and a careful estimate, based 
upon a House-to-house study, shows that 
the number of persons requiring smaller 
dwellings can be accommodated in these 
Georgian houses after full modification 
and conversion, rejecting the use of attics 
and basements; this suggestion would 
obviate the need to build new flats. 

One of the proposals for the preserva- 
tion of Georgian Bath is an endeavour to 
solve the problem of the use of the large 
18th-century houses by means of a 
transfer of the Civic Centre of the city 
from their present position in the Guild- 
hall to the Royal Crescent ; the Guildhall, 
together with Library and Art Gallery, 
would then become a cultural centre. 

The planners suggest the sweeping away 
of the dilapidated mews at the sides and 
back of the Royal Crescent, which at pre- 
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BATH MASTER PLAN : General view of the Model of Central Area. 


sent do injustice to this masterpiece of 
Wood, and the ultimate erection of Council 
Chambers and ancillary rooms set as an 
annexe at the rear, within spacious 
gardens. 

The transfer of the civic activities of 
such a city as Bath from the centre is 
somewhat revolutionary, but the authors 
claim that in making the proposal they 
feel there is much to be said for a freedom 


from historic prejudice in the matter, and 
also that the development of this great 
Crescent as a centre of local government 
would create one of the finest civic centres 
in the world and would be a grand civic 
gesture to posterity; they add that the 
structure of the plan for Bath would not 
be destroyed if this suggestion were not 
adopted. 

One feels, however, that the mutilation 


necessary to convert this obviously domes- 
tic Crescent into suitable civic offices, to- 
gether with the fact of its distance from 
the hub of the city, would be reasons 
weighing heavily against its adoption in 
the future, and the site proposed for the 
new Market Hall on the west bank of the 
Avon, just north of the present Guildhall, 
would seem to recommend itself as being 
an alternative if entirely new offices are 





MASTER PLAN : Plan of the Central Area as proposed. 
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BATH MASTER PLAN : The 
desired. Otherwise the extension of the 
present Guildhall to include the sites of 
the police station, Empire Hotel and 
covered market presents itself as another 
solution to this thorny problem. 

The Cultural Centre could then occupy 
the newly developed site to the north of 
the new Market Hall, the authors stating 
that ‘‘ there is no place in Britain better 
fitted to achieve permanent fame as a 
centre for the arts. 

A wide “ blitz and blight ’’ area on the 
riverside strip south of the city from the 
G.W.R. to the L.M.S. station provides an 
opportunity for drastic rebuilding, and 
much of the ground is already devoid of 
buildings through the effects of enemy 
action. 

Sir Patrick Abercrombie emphasises his 
original desire for one joint railway 
station in a city such as Bath having a 


Concert Hall, east elevation. 

population under 100,000, but the railway 
companies difficulties have in this plan 
necessitated the retention of their separ- 
ate stations. In a long-term plan of this 
nature it is felt that such difficulties as 
the necessary widening of the track and 
the viaduct need not be _ insuperable, 
although, of course, the limit of space pre- 
sented by the close proximity of the River 
Avon near the viaduct is a difficult factor. 
As planned, however, the most has been 
made of the opportunity presented by the 
G.W.R. station area as a fine feature with 
railway place, *bus and coach station and 
hotel area, with existing post office 
facilities developed to give direct access 
to platforms. 

The rediscovery of the River Avon by 
opening it up to public view by means of 
the clearance of both banks, especially 
above Pulteney Bridge, and the provision 
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of riverside road and walk and ‘‘ through ”’ 
riverside walks, is a fine feature of the 
plan. 

The world-famous work of Adam, Pul- 
teney Bridge, is to be restored to its 
original form ; the existing shops on either 
side of the bridge pavements will be 
cleared and replaced by wide pedestrian 
vovered ways, with the original window 
openings, providing river and landscape 
views to the north and south unobtainable 
elsewhere in this country. 

The public acquisition of the present 
recreation ground is proposed for replan- 
ning as a recreational centre, with river- 
side café and open air swimming pool 
facing Pulteney weir. The County 
Cricket ground, Rugby ground and grand- 
stands, together with courts and greens 
for teniis, croquet, putting and bowls, 
being placed to the east of the recreation 
ground. A new boating station is planned 
on the north side of the Pulteney weir, 
overlooked by Pulteney Bridge. The 
placing of swimming and _ sun-bathing 
facilities in close proximity to the in- 
tended cultural centre and the gardens on 
the opposite side of the river suggests an 
encroachment on the peace of this precinct 
and the need for re-siting or screening the 
open air pool to obviate this. 

Light industries have been grouped on 
several well-placed sites, which also allow 
a certain amount of expansion, but the 
problem of heavy industry is a compli- 
cated one, and although it has been ten- 
tatively relocated on the fringe of the 
surrounding neighbourhoods and _ the 
authors say the reaction of the indus 
trialists to these proposals has been en- 
couraging, this vital question does not 
appear to have been _ satisfactorily 
answered. 

The blitzed Kingsmead-street area to 
the west of the city becomes a new West 
End shopping and business precinct, with 
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BATH MASTER PLAN : The new Concert Hall, seen with its west front to the proposed Square taking the place of the 


bombed St. James’s Church. 
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BATH MASTER PLAN : View looking east along George-street (showing the new 


Gay-street corner). 


a new Technical College of University 
status, to form a terminal feature of the 
realigned Upper Bristol-road, thus making 
an attractive entrance to the city centre 
for secondary -traffic. 

The rebuilding proposals include a new 
Concert Hall fronting Manvers-street on 
the axial line of St. John’s Church by the 
river, flanked by a new block of hotels to 
balance the existing South Parade, with a’ 
sunken garden between the two_ hotel 
blocks and opposite the Concert Hall; car 
park facilities have been provided under 
the whole area of the forecourt to the Con- 
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BATH MASTER PLAN : Suggested Crossing by Lansdown-road 
of the new By-pass at Julian-road. 


cert Hall, with access there from and to 
the hall itself. 

One cannot restrain a sigh of regret at 
the removal of the ‘rather lovely 
18th-century St. James’s Church, now 
situatéd on what becomes the open island 
immediately west of the new Concert Hall, 
also the sweeping away of Sarah Siddons’s 
historic theatre, now the Freemasons’ 
Hall, and one wonders whether there is 
not an alternative site for the Concert 
Hall as a terminal feature at the north 
end of Milsom-street. 

Certainly any scheme to bring the now 
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isolated Assembly Rooms, when rebuilt, 
more into prominence would be welcome, 
and the close proximity of this magnifi- 
cent suite of rooms to the new Concert 
Hall would form an asset to the city of 
inestimable value; moreover, there is 
nothing at present on this site of any 
great architectural merit as compared with 
that of the site proposed in the scheme. 

As already stated, housing is being 
planned in the outlying neighbourhoods. 
the boundaries defined: to enclose existing 
areas, and the Corporation intend to break 
away from stereotyped garden suburb de- 
velopment and to ‘* promote organic com- 
munities from the start,” complete with 
community centre, shops, churches, 
schools, open spaces, public-houses and 
‘local service’ industry (builders, laun- 
dries, garages, etc.). These neighbouring 
centres, however, are not intended to com- 
pete with the broader amenities of the city 
centre. 

The planners stress that architectural 
treatment as it has been indicated in the 
drawings on exhibition is not really their 
concern and is merely indicative, but 
emphasise the need for groups of buildings 
to be conceived as a whole by architects 
in a simple style in keeping with the tra- 
ditional Georgian architecture of Bath, 
but not an imitation thereof. 

Although the scheme of clearance ap- 
pears to be drastic, the architectural merit 
of the buildings scheduled for demolition 
or replacement is, on the whole, and with 
the few exceptions mentioned, negligible, 
and some of these are in very poor repair. 

Great credit is due tc the three creators 
of the plan and to the staff of the City 
Engineer’s, Town Planning and other de- 
partments who have helped in its realisa- 
tion, and particular mention should be 
made of the skilful model which is of such 
value in enabling the lay mind to visualise 
the planned proposals. 





BATH MASTER PLAN: Effect of I8th-century buildings on 
Plan, 
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CANTEEN FOR AN 
AIRCRAFT FACTORY, 
LONDON 


H. VICARS LOBB, F.R.I.B.A., 
ARCHITECT 


THE PARTICULAR POINTS OF INTEREST 
in connection with this building are the 
restricted site and the fact that it pro- 
vides canteen accommodation for the 
increased personnel due to the extension 
of the programme for aircraft produc- 
tion. The building was opened, with 
a dinner for all the workmen employed, 
exactly eleven weeks after possession of 
the site had been obtained. There is 
seating accommodation for 1,660, the 
works staff being accommodated on the 
ground and part of the first floor, and 
the office staff on the remainder of the 
first floor. A ‘‘ pen’’ system of ser- 
vice operates for the works and a cafe- 
teria system for the staff. Kitchens are 
on the ground floor, and one electric 
and one hand lift connect to the 
servery on the first floor. 

The building had to be constructed 
at minimum cost. The walls are fair- 
faced with a painted dado and dis- 
temper over, and the precast concrete 
units forming the flocs and roofs are 
not plastered. Particular attention may 
be drawn to the length of the counters, 
which enables the service of the total 
number of persons in under ten 
minutes. The assistant architects on 
the site were Messrs. J. A. Strubbe and 
G. H. Oliver, and the clerk of works 
was Mr. L. Q. Murray. The builders 
were Messrs, William Moss and Sons, 
Ltd., of Cricklewood. 
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WORKS CANTEEN, FIRST FLOOR. 
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M.O.W. HOUSING 
PREFABRICATED PLUMBING UNIT. 


Ong of the main problems facing the 
architect when designing a prefabricated 
house is to plan the provision of the essen- 
tial services so that a minimum of site 
man-hours is required for installation. 
The unit illustrated was designed by the 
Ministry of Works, and has been incor- 
porated both in the ‘‘ Portal”’ series of 
temporary houses and in the flatted dwell- 
ings shown on the Northolt Grange Estate. 
Before the unit was designed a list of 
the essential requirements was tabulated. 

1. Standardisation of kitchen and bath- 
room so that all pipes are on internal wall, 
enabling short pipe connections, effecting 
economy in running costs, conserving 
metal and providing easy accessibility to 
any part of the plumbing, gas and elec- 
trical installation in the event of replace- 
nents. 

The location of the kitchen adjacent to 
the bathroom and w.c. has been stan- 
dardised on plan, to enable the various 
sanitary fittings and cooking appliances to 
be in close proximity. This enables the 
majority of the pipes serving the bath, 
lavatory basin, kitchen sink, water-waste 
preventer, cooker, wash boiler and refri- 
gerator to be carried in a horizontal angle 
iron frame within the wall dividing the 
kitchen from the bathroom. The angle 
iron frame is in two sections—the horizon- 
tal section mentioned above, and the 
vertical section which is immediately 
behind the boiler. The vertical section 
carries the copper hot-water cylinder and 
the cold-water cistern and ball-valve, to- 
gether with their requisite pipe connec- 
tions. The hot-water cylinder warms the 
airing cupboard which is removable for 
access to the vertical plumbing unit. The 
stop-cocks on the cold-water down services 
can be operated through a sliding panel 
in the back of the linen cupboard. In the 
unit illustrated, the .whole of the pipe 
work has been carried out in light-gauge 
copper tube with compression and capil- 
lary types of fittings. ithe unit embodies 
chromium-plated easy clean bib taps, 
heated chromium-plated towel rail in bath- 
room, electric wiring, control panel, and 
connection boxes for alternative electric 
or gas-cooker, wash-boiler and refrigerator. 
Hot water is also obtainable by means of 
a thermostatically controlled electric im- 
mersion heater, when the living-room fire 
is mot being used. The metal panel over 
the bath is removable for access to the 
piping, and the main gas-cock and cold- 
water stop-cock can be, if necessary, 
turned off immediately in a cupboard in 
the kitchen unit. 

2. Conserving fuel consumption by the 
use of a combined convector stove with. 
boiler. The provision of only one open 
fire per house and utilising warm air from 
same for heating the two bedrooms. 

The design of the combined convector 
stove with boiler provides background 
warm air heating to bedrooms, and is 
also the heating medium for the domestic 
hot-water supply system. An air inlet 
conveys fresh air to the back of the con- 
vector stove, and this air is brought into 
contact with the external stove surfaces. 
This warm air is then conveyed by means 
of a sheet-metal trunking to a warm-air 
grille over each of the bedroom doors. It 
will be appreciated that this convector 
boiler, which also provides an openable fire 
in the living-room, has many advantages, 
including economy in running and comfort 
conditions, yet saving in labour, as only 
one fire per house has to be maintained. 

3. Prevention of damage by frost. 

All the pipe runs have been designed 
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with gradients enabling the assembly to 
be completely drained of water during 
severe weather or during the absence of 
the occupiers. 

4. Design of unit for speedy production 
in factorwes. 

This unit has been designed to enable 
the various firms now manufacturing to 
fabricate on a production line with modern 
jig and tool methods, with semi-skilled 
and unskilled labour, and assemble at the 
quickest possible speed, Each unit will 
be inspected and tested at the works 
before delivery. 

5. Hasy erection 
labour. 

The work on the site entails coupling 
the horizontal and vertical sections, con- 
necting the incoming cold-water main to 
the stop-cock, and the provision of the 
gas meter and its connection to the incom- 
ing gas supply. The vertical section is then 
coupled to the boiler and the sheet-metal 
trunking placed in position. The cooker, 
wash-boiler and refrigerator are then 
coupled either to the electric boxes or gas 
connections provided on the assembly. 
Each part of the unit when it leaves the 
factory is complete in itself ; i.¢., the hori- 
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zontal section and piping, the vertical 
section cistern, cylinder and pipe connec- 
tions, and the trunking. Assembly time 
on site is expected to average approxi- 
mately 60 minutes per unit. 

6. Method of transport and storage 
problems. 

The angle iron framing on both horizon- 
tal and vertical sections encloses all piping 
with a view to preventing damage in 
transit. This protection also covers con- 
nections to branch services which can be 
unscrewed at couplings and swivelled in- 
side framing during transit. The Ministry 
of Works has arranged for main and sub- 
storage depots throughout the country for 
the various components necessary for tem- 
porary housing, and it will be possible for 
this unit to be stocked economically ready 
for site transit when required. 

7. Preparing itemised spares schedule 
to accelerate quick replacements. 

On this unit each component part is 
numbered so that, in the event of loss or 
damage in transit, it will not affect the 
unit as a whole, and spares can be readily 
despatched on instructions. 

The unit shown was made for the M.o. W. 

by Messrs. Grundy (Teddington), Ltd. 
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PREFABRICATED PLUMBING UNIT (KITCHEN SIDE). 


Ancite Iron Tower UNIT. 


7.101 Primary return cylinder to boiler. 
7.102 Primary flow from boiler. 

T.103 Cold water feed to cylinder. 
7.104 Vent to primary flow. 

T.105 Mains cold water supply to cistern, 
T.106 Cold water draw-off. 

T.107 Hot water draw-off. 

T.108 Overflow. 

T.109 Return from towel rail. 

T.110 Hot water supply vent. 

T.111 Cold water cistern. 

T.112 Glass insulated mattress. 

T.113 Cork mattress. 

T.114 Copper hot water cylinder. 

T.115 Chromium plated towel rail. 


B.159 AnGie Iron Basin Unit. 

B.150 Overtiow. 

B.151 Hot water draw-off. 

B.152 Cold water draw-off. 

B.153 Mains cold water supply to cistern, 
B.154 ~=Gas service. 

B.154/3 Union to gas meter. 


B.154/7 Union to wash boiler. 

B.154/9 Union to gas refrigerator. 

B.159/4_ Removable access panel over bath. 
B.159/24 Metal channel to carry electric cable. 
Warm air shroud for stove. 


W.202 Warm air ducting. 

P.4 Pyrotenax cable. Connection for wash 
boiler. 

P.5 Pyrotenax cable. Terminal box for 
cooker. 

P.9 Pyrotenax cable. Connection for 


refrigerator. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


[Whilst we are glad to publish letters on profes- 
sional and other matters of interest to our readers, 
it must be understood that we do not neanecaety 

who w 


endorse the remarks of correspondents, 
oblige us if they will express their views as bricfiy 
as possible. 


Accelerated Study and Training. 
To rue Eprror or The Builder. 

Smr,—In view of the magnitude of the 
post-war building programme and the 
obvious and urgent need for sufficient 
numbers of trained men of the supervisory 
and professional grades, it appears to be 
not only essential that this class should 
have high priority in the matter of 
release, but also that serious attention 
should be devoted to the question of 
accelerated study and training courses. 
The somewhat leisurely methods of pre- 
war days are not adapted to the urgent 
needs of the industry—with new methods 
and materials to be considered—nor par- 
ticularly well suited to the changed out- 
look and mentality of the men in the 
Forces, resulting from five years or so of 
military experience. There have been many 
excellent letters in the Press, following 
Lord Trenchard’s speech in the House of 
Lords, testifying to the significance of 
this changed and widened outlook. 

In many cases the men have been able 
to continue studies to a certain extent, 
including some experience with the use 
of the film or film strip'in their training. 
We, as an association, are interested, on 
behalf of our members and others in the 
Forces, in this latter aid to speedier study, 
and have gained a certain amount of infor- 
mation in regard thereto, thanks tg the 
Film Centre, the M.o.I. (Films Division), 
and Ministry of Education (Optical Aids 
Branch). I should be very grateful if 
any of your readers could give me further 
information, more especially as to the use 
of the film or film strip for training in 
engineering, electrical and other industries. 

G. B. J. ArHog, Secretary, 
The Incorporated Association of 
Architects and Surveyors. 
75, Eaton-place, Westminster. 


Prefabricated Buildings. 
To tHE Eprror or The Builder. 

Srr,—Much is now heard about the 
saving of time effected by using pre- 
fabricated buildings against the traditional 
methods of building. The following are 
the facts; showing with what the poor 
builder has to put up and the enormous 
waste of transport and man-hours in 
getting these buildings delivered to the 
sites :— 

A contract in question consists in the 
erection of two Ministry of Works stan- 
dard concrete huts, to be used as a school 
kitchen, and the work is being carried 
out for the Education Authority, under 
the County Architect,who, of course, has 
no say in the matter of what prefabricated 
huts are to be used for this and from 
where the materials are to come. 

The. advices for the consignment of 
materials, of which we have had’ seven 
so far, are sent to the County Architect, 
who then has to send them on to us. The 
following is a list of consignments of 
materials, so far received, which is not 
yet complete, and the place from which 
they are despatched :— 

Midsomer Norton, Somerset : 4 window 
anits. 


Cowley Peachy, Middlesex: 8 doors, 
z ft. 8 in. by 6 ft. 6.in. 
Swindon, Wilts: “135 -rib__ fillets, 


6 ft. 6in., TT/X;" 167 plugs, T/O; 44 
fillets, 3 ft. 6in., T/U; 44 wedges, T/V; 
8 black-out screens, W/AA; 213. purlins, 
5 ft. 8in., T/DA; 80 purlins, 6 ft. 3in., 
T/DB; 706 plugs, T/N. 
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Cowley Peachy, Middlesex: 4 doors, 
2 ft. 8 in. by 6 ft. 6 in. 

Ealing, Middlesex: 1 24-ft. Universal 
standard hut, 42 ft. ; 1 ditto, 54 ft. 

Bexley Heath, Kent: 3 W/A window 
units; 7 W/A black-owt screens; 1 bag 
containing the following wedges: 14 
3 by 1§ by fin., 14 3 by 2 by Zin., 70 
4 by } by fin. 

Ministry of Works 
64 lb. 2sin. nails; 44 lb. 2in. ditto; 
36:lb. 1f in. ditto; 86 2in. C.S. screws; 
180 i4in R.H. screws. 

It is not possible to start the erection 
of the hut until all these consignments 
from Kent to Somerset have been de- 
livered, and, in view of delays in trans- 
port to-day, it is difficult to plan the 
work. The actual prefabricated huts are 
the smaller portion of the job, the 
remainder of which has to be found by 
the builder. Seeing that there are plenty 
of bricks and local materials in the 
locality, I feel sure that the work would 
not cost more and time would be saved if 
the job was carried out in traditional 
materials. 

Most builders of any size have got stocks 
of nails, screws, etc., in addition to which 
there are ironmomgers in nearly every 
town who could supply these. It cannot, 
in my opinion, be economical for 44 lb. of 
2in. ordinary nails and 63 1b. of 25 in. 
ordinary nails to be sent from the Ministry 
of Works Store at Bristol for a small job 
like this. 

If the prefabricated houses are going to 
be dealt, with in the same way, I feel sure 
that it is bound to add considerably to the 
cost and cause delay, which could) be 
avoided by carrying out the buildings in 
the traditional manner. 

It is still not too late for the Government 
to take the advice ‘of the medium and 
small-size country’ builders, if they want 
houses produced quickly in the country 
districts. 

W. J. Renvet, F.I.0.B., 
Managing Director, 
F. Renpeit & Sons, Lrp. 

Devizes, Wilts. 


Temporary Housing. 
To rue Eprror or The Builder. 
Srr,—I read with interest the letter you 
published in your issue for January 26 from 
Mr. Horace Farquharson, F.R.I.B.A., on 
Temporary Housing, and endorse all he 
sa 


Stores, Bristol : 


ys. ' 
I would add that cement roughcast: on 
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metal lathing makes .a sound .external 
finish and is not expensive and would 
economise timber. 

I wonder if all tenants will be able to 
meet the cost of running the “ elaborate 
group of the most up-to-date labour-saving 
appliances.’’ They are not cheap to supply 
— instal and some are of doubtful advan- 
age. 

Artuur T. Davies 
(Chartered Architect). 
Anerley, S.E.20. 


The Method of Measurement. 
To tHe Eprtor or The Builder. 


Sir,—The case for a simplified system, 
admirably presented by Mr. S. Hookway, 
F.S.I., in your issue of December 1, sug- 
gests carrying the matter a stage farther 
to confer the greatest benefit on the 
industry. 

Experience during the war years has 
shown the advantages gained by planning 
work to be carried out in accordance with 
a well-considered time and progress pro- 
_gramme. 

To obtain the full benefit of planning 
work by, this method it is essential that 
the programme should be prepared before 
the commencement of work. 

The data on which a programme is based 
comprises :—(a) Operations in the sequence 
they will be executed; (6) Man-hours for 
each operation, based on the quantity of 
work; (c) Period required for the execu- 
tion of each operation, based on the allo- 
cation of an effective gang. 

_ The quantities involved in each opera- 
tioa cannot usually be extracted from a 
bill prepared on the standard method to 
serve as a basis for the calculation of the 
necessary data for a programme. Particu- 
larly is this the case in trades such as 
““bricklayer,”” where it is not unusual to 
find the great bulk of the bricklayers’ 
work covered by a very few items and 
the small labours and ancillary works 
covered by a considerable number of items. 
_ Examination of a typical bill of quanti- 
ties for a housing scheme, in which a 
number of brick-built houses are to be re- 
peated, discloses that 10 individual items 
cover the brickwork up to damp-proof 
course level, and 63 items the remainder 
of the work. Closer analysis of this bill 
shows that the bulk of the brickwork 
above d.p.c. level is covered by four items 
and that a further 12 items would prob- 
ably have to be billed separately. Of the 
remaining 47 items, 14 cover labours 








THE BUILDING CENTRE | 


Tue Buripinc Centre has now taken 
over the whole of No. 9, Conduit-street. 
and the accommodation is being gradually 
adapted to the new requirements. It is 
appropriate that the Centre should make 
its new home here, for not only is the 
building itself full of architectural 
memories (it was the home of the’ R.I.B.A. 
from 1857 to.1934), but it was in the old 
meeting room that the first meeting of 
manufacturers was held when the Centre 
was formed. The house was designed in 
1779 by James Wyatt fora Mr. Viner, and 
is a fine example of its period, both inside 
and out. The accompanying drawing of 
the front elevation is reproduced from an 
attractive leaflet which has just been 
issued. 

We note, by the way, that, owing to the 
great public interest displayed; the Elec- 
trical Development <Association’s exhibi- 
tion of four all-electric kitchens, designed 
for use in low cost post-war hornes, will 
remain open at the Centre until Monday, 
March 5. The original intention was that 
it should close on February 26. 
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REGENT’S QUADRANT 


[?: on it may nowadays be fashionable in some circles 
to disparage the work of John Nash as an architect, it is 
pretty freely conceded that he was a great town-planner— 
the peer at least of Haussmann, and but little inferior to 
the Woods of Bath. Of course he was lucky. Thanks largely 
to the influence of the much maligned Prince Regent, some 
portion of Nash’s plans actually came to fruition—without 
being whittled, messed and mucked out of all recognition. 
There were elements of simple grandeur in all his concepts, 
and who can deny the bold sense of unity in his designs 
for Regent’s Park, and most of its surrounding Terraces, which 
he linked, by Regent Street, with its Quadrant, to his 
patron’s palace of Carlton House, 

In Nash’s day, of course, mechanical aids to building were 
very few and far between, Most of the work was done 
by men using hand tools_and even they were not up to the 
standard of modern Tools, such as our Silver Circle brand, 


Available Ex Stock for essential purposes: Spades, Rakes, Steel 
SILVER Wheel-barrows, Shovels, Forks, Asphalting Tools, Picks and Mattocks, Jim Crows, 
CIRCLE ® Lifting Appliances, Portable Gantries, Pumps, Hose, Industrial Safety Equipment, 
~ Rubber Boots, Tarpaulins, Saw Benshes, Road Danger and Hurricane Lamps, etc. 


Tr€sjONES & CO. LID. 


WOOD LANE, LONDON, W.12 


Tel.: SHEPHERDS BUSH 2020 


for CONTRACTORS’ TOOLS & 
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AVERY'S 


Established 1834 


81, GREAT PORTLAND STREET, W.1 


LANGHAM 2433 


AUOUUAELTAAUOUUUOQOUUENGNNUNOUOOUUUOEENEQAUUOUOUUOOUOUGOOOOUUUUEUEONEOAOOUUUOUEEBEEAE 

"Britain's Leading Blindmakers” 

UUISUUNNUANUOOUUUNENENOOUONUOUOUONNGOOGOUOOOUUOEHOFOEUOUOOOUEUOEEEOUOGOOUQOUOOOEEOEAH 
The second issue of every month, we 
illustrate a certain speciality of ours. 


Also 
SUNBLINDS 


CUBICLE 
TRACKS 


PLASTIC 


IMPREGNATED 


LABORATORY BLINDS 
FABRICS (100% Light Tight) 
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UTILITY STOVE 


TWO STOVES IW ONE! 
“A HEATING MIRACLE” -~vide The Daily Mirror 





Essential replacements of 
all pre-war “INTEROVEN” 
Stoves can be supplied. 
New Lists sent on applica- 
tion enclosing stamp (Govt. 
Order) to our new and 
larger showrooms :— 


THE INTEROVEN STOVE 


ECONOMY with EFFICIENCY @ 
will be a post-war keynote 
for many years—and @ 
“INTEROVEN” STOVES will 
be greatly in demand because 
they save their cost in brick- 
work labour and space. 


- 
* 
The fact that they work 
perfectly with wood, peat or 
coal brings in so many en: * 
quiries that at present we are 
embarrassed by “controls.” @ 
& 


Perhaps sooner than we expect 
the leash will be off and nobody 
will be better pleased than 
ourselves to offer the old-time * 


‘facilities and service which 


made “INTEROVENS” famous * 


co. LTD. 


67, BAKER STREET, w.i 


Sole Makers of the only GENUINE “INTEROVEN” Stoves, Pascall’s Patents. 
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THE RAWLPLUG PAINT CO. CROMWELL RD. LONDON, 


** A mancan be proud to use Naylor’s 
Paint because it makes such a good 
job —it brings in business too, 
because one good job attracts 
another. It brushes easily and dries 
with a beautiful gloss. You can see 
Naylor’s Paints are good. Naylor’s 
should know something about paint 
—they’ve been making excellent 
paint for nearly 150 years.” 

Four of Naylor’s finishes which will 
be available in the near future for 
delivery : 


NAYLOR’S GLOSS PAINT 
(A ‘aad durable Paint for Exterior 
use. 


NAYLOR’S READY MIXED PAINT 
NAYLOR’S VARNISH PAINT 


— for Interior use 


NAYLOR’S FASTAIN 


For Floors and Woodwork 
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normal to the type of work and could 
probably be dispensed with, and 33 items 
could probably be incorporated with the 
16 individual items separately billed. 

Whether the items in the bricklayer bill 
were compressed or not, the contractor 
whose tender is accepted would be unable 
to use the bill for: (a) ordering bricks, 
except by making a number of calcula- 
tions; (b) ascertaining when delivery of 
bricks .will be required; (c) planning the 
work by preparing a programme. This 
also applies to other trades in varying de- 
grees throughout the bill. 

Baldly stated, the position is that the 
building owner has paid for the prepara- 
tion of a bill of quantities which, except 
for the purposes of tendering and settling 
accounts, is of so little use to the contrac- 
tor carrying out the work that he must 
take off quantities afresh in order to plan 
his work, order materials, and state his 
delivery requirements for them. In my 
opinion this constitutes the most cogent 
reason for a simplified system. 

For a contractor to be in a position to 
make better use of a bill of quantities it 
would be necessary to “take off’ the 
quantities to conform with the normal 
sequence of operations and either to bill 
them in this sequence or to put the details 
at the disposal of the contractor imme- 
diately the tender is accepted. 

If the time is ripe for the consideration 
of a simplified system, as I believe it is, 
should we not make this fresh approach 
to the whole subject? I suggest that we 
should, and that it should be along the 
lines indicated above. In aircraft produc- 
tion precise programmes are prepared for 
every part of the work of assembly, in 
which every operation is detailed and ex- 
pressed in man-hours. If it is possible 
to do this in a complicated field of produc- 
tion, it should be possible to detail the 
operations and express them satisfactorily 
in the building industry. 

In order to put such a system into effect 
it would be necessary for the industry to 
agree rates of output as standard factors 
applicable to a region or, preferably, to 
the whole country. This should not offer 
any great difficulty, as contractors 
normally base their tenders on current 
prices, such as those published periodically 
in the building Press, for which the output 
factors on which they have been built up 
must be known or, if they are not, can 
be worked out. 

A simple method of dealing with this 
aspect of the matter would be to appoint 
a panel representing the industry to 
examine and confirm, or adjust, these 
factors as a Standard Basic Schedule of 
Output Rates, to be periodically reviewed 
and kept up to date. 

I believe substantial advantages would 
be gained by adopting the method of 
billing in operations, as a contractor would 
then have: (a) fuller knowledge of what 
has to be built at the time he prepares his 
tender; (b) data on which to prepare an 
outline programme before submitting his 
tender ; (c) data on which to prepare a full 
programme as soon as his tender is 
accepted. As a result, contractors would 
be able to use their own quantity survey- 
ing staffs for their proper function of 
organising the work, instead of their 
having, at the most crucial stage of a con- 
tract, to take off quantities afresh before 
the work can be planned and materials 
ordered. The planning of work by means 
of Time and Progress Programmes would 
be encouraged. Better planning would 
result, and this would tend to reduce the 
cost of building. It would also ensure the 
more economical use of the very limited 
labour force which is likely to be avail- 
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able in the early post-war years, to the 
great benefit of the industry and the 
nation, 

The changes in the quantity surveyors’ 
methods of working would not, I believe, 
be so revolutionary as might appear at 
first sight. Minor items which could be 
amalgamated with major items would save 
time in billing and space in printing, even 
if they had to be taken off. A proportion 
of minor items could, however, be covered 
solely by description. Billing in con- 
formity with the normal sequence of opera- 
tions is only a variation in the method of 
taking off which is unlikely to entail any 
more work than can be saved by the 
sensible omission of very small items. 

A logical development would be the 
billing of operations in sequence on a man- 
hour basis, calculated upon the basic out- 
put rates agreed by the industry. In 
pricing a bill prepared in this manner a 
contractor would merely have to satisfy 
himself that the basic output rates on 
which the man-hours had been based would 
be applicable for his own workmen in 
carrying out the particular work, or adapt 
them as necessary, and then price the man- 
hours. In preparing a programme a con- 
tractor would merely have to allocate 
labour to carry out the operations, 
balancing the strength of the gangs to pro- 
vide continuity of work, and to complete 
the whole contract in a stated time. 

H. T. B. Barnarp [F.R.1.B.A.] 

London, W.C.1, 


BUILDING RESEARCH AND 


DEVELOPMENT 


WORK OF THE NEW M.O.W. 
DEPARTMENT. 
From a Correspondent. 

Ir was announced recently that a 
Research and Development Bovatueiant 
had been set up at the Ministry of Works 
under the direction of Sir Reginald 
Stradling, Chief Scientific Adviser to the 
Ministry. The Department is now getting 
into its stride, and a brief outline of its 
aims and activities will give an indication 
of the useful service it offers, and will 
increasingly offer, to the industry in all 
its branches. 

Its work is being carried on under four 
heads; (1) Research; (2) Development; 
(3) Standardisation; and (4) Technical 
Intelligence. 
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As to (1), the aim is to gather all new 
scientific information relating to building. 
A good foundation has already been laid 
in. the Post-War Building Studies and 
Codes of Practice which have been pro- 
duced jointly by the Ministry and repre- 
sentative Committees of the industry and 
the professions associated with it. The 
outlook will embrace economics as well 
as the physical sciences, and all existing 
organisations useful for research will be 
made use of. Research will be conducted 
in many instances in full-scale building. 
so that what happens may be watched and 
recorded under actual working conditions. 
Laboratory tests will be connected up with 
practical experience. A practical test on 
floor coverings, for example, is already 
being carried out at the Ministry. The 
Department will not set up its own labora- 
tories, but will use existing facilities 
wherever it finds them. 

As to (2), Development, this will be 
mainly concerned with housing, the object 
being to make available to private enter- 
prise all Government and other informa- 
tion on building technique so that hous- 
ing work may conform with good stan- 
dards of building such as those recom- 
mended in the Burt Report. Day-to-day 
advice will be given to any section of the 
industry desiring it. Miss Judith Lede- 
boer, of the Ministry of Health, among 
others, is working in close liaison with 
the M.o.W., and there is a parallel asso- 
ciation with the Department of Health in 
Scotland. 

As to (3), Standardisation, the work of 
the Codes of Practice Committees has 
already been referred to. The profes- 
sional institutions in conjunction with the 
B.S.I. are now formulating their detail 
Codes, and it cannot be doubted that in 
bringing together all those concerned to 
determine and agree standards the Minis- 
try has done a must useful service to the 
industry, to the manufacturers, and there- 
fore to the national economy. The work 
of Mr. Ryle, of the Ministry, in getting 
out the new standards for housing work 
is to be particularly commended. 

As to (4), Technical Intelligence, a 
technical library is in process of forma- 
tion at Lambeth Bridge House, with Mr. 
Agard Evans, late of the Building Re- 
search Station, as librarian, to deal with 
all technical inquiries. It will be a two- 
way traffic, gathering and spreading in- 
formation. In connection with this the 
Department hopes to develop its “field 
studies,’’ with its Regional representatives 
as a focus for the gathering of informa- 
tion on local building technique, its suc- 
cesses and failures. It is thus hoped to 
set up a technical records office which will 
be a depository of building information 
fully at the disposal of the industry in all 
its branches. 

This is a mere skeleton outline of the 
work which the Research and Develop- 
ment Department is now undertaking. 
The Ministry of Works, as the chief 
Government agency for the provision, 
furnishing. equinmert and maintenance of 
large numbers of official buildings is in a 
uniaue position for the gathering of all 
kinds of practical information, which will 
now be freely at the disposal of the 
industry and all others who may care to 
take advantage of it. 


A Builder Honoured. 

Mr. Dudley Kimber (Lieut-Colonel 
Home Guard A.A. Regiment), of the firm 
of F. Kimber and Son, building contrac- 
tors, Southampton, has been awarded the 
M.B.E. in the New Year Honours List 
for services rendered with the Anti-Air- 
craft Brigade during the war. 
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TOWN AND COUNTRY 
PLANNING ACT, 1944—5. 
By W. T. CRESWELL, K.C. 
Schedules 1-8. 


THE remainder of the Act consists of 
schedules, eight in number. These have 
been referred to in the foregoing digest of 
sections, 


_ Schedule I sets out procedure in dea)- 
ing with objections, These fall under 
three main heads: (1) Objections to an 
application for the Minister’s Order made 
by the local planning authority (or others) 
for compulsory purchase ; (2) objections to 
a proposal to make such an order; and 
(3) an order drafted by a Minister or 
local planning or highway authority for 
that purpose. 

An objection to be duly made must be 
made in the time and manner specified, 
with details of its grounds clearly set out. 

_After considering it, the Minister has 
discretion to treat it as irrelevant, to 
require further details, or to cal] the ob- 
jectors to confer with his representative, 
the promoters of the order or application, 
and any other persons he considers are 
entitled to be present. In major cases he 
may institute a public inquiry locally, at 
his discretion. 


Schedule II deals with purchase (1) by 
local planning or highway authorities, and 
(2) by appropriate Ministers. (1) The 
procedure of local planning and highway 
authorities in making compulsory pur- 
chases has already been given. (County 
District Councils may relinquish any 
powers and duties to their County 
Council.) Precisely, the authority is re- 
quired to set out in writing, with accom- 
panying maps, the exact boundaries of 
the land; to advertise this to all inter- 
ested persons, and to provide a place 
where the descriptive details may be 
inspected conveniently, and citing the 
time and manner in which objections must 
be made. This notice must be published : 
(1) where persons interested are entitled 
to individual notices, in one or more local 
papers; (2) where individual notices are 
not required, then in the Gazette also. 
Any owner may then request notice to be 
sent to him later of the confirmation of 
the order, and it must be sent to him 
promptly on receipt. 

As soon as possible, the authority must 
publish the Minister’s confirmation and 
provide another opportunity, to all per- 
sons entitled to information, to inspect 
maps, plans and all descriptive details; 
and send individual notices as are due or 
as instructed by the Minister. 

(2) The procedure observed in compul- 
sory purchase on the order of Ministers 
is similar. The Minister concerned must 
give adequate publicity and convenience 
for inspection of all descriptive matters, 
and his discretionary powers are similar 
to those of the Minister of Town and 
Country Planning. 


Schedule IIT gives the procedure to be 
followed by (1) local planning or high- 
way authorities, or (2) various Ministers, 
in applying for an order to purchase land 
belonging to statutory undertakers. (1) A 
local authority must make application in 
the prescribed form, accompanied by maps 
and description, and immediately this is 
done inform all owners, lessees and occu- 
piers, giving them conveniences for 
inspecting details, and the time limit (not 
less than 28 days) for sending in objec- 
tions, indicating the manner in which 
these must be made. 

The Ministers making an order for such 
a purchase may determine the form of the 
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order; but all convenience must be made 
for valid objections to be considered. 

Schedule IV regulates the method of 
compensation to statutory undertakers. 

Schedule V gives certain modifications 
of the Lands Clauses Acts and Acquisi- 
tion of Land (Assessment of Compensa- 
tion) Act, 1919. Amongst other provisions 
is one that no person shall be compelled 
to sell a part of any building, or park, or 
garden, unless an arbitrator determines 
that ‘‘no material detriment ’’ shall accrue 
to the rest of the property. And, on the 
other hand, if he is satisfied that any im- 
provement or alteration made was not 
necessary, but undertaken with a view to 
increasing the amount of the compensa- 
tion, this will not be allowed to affect the 
compensation as calculated without the 
improvement. 

Schedule VI deals with procedure to 
expedite completion of compulsory pur- 
chase. 

This gives protection to tenants as far 
as is possible and provides for publishing 
of the order. The portion of rent-charge 
(where part of a property is purchased) to 
be considered for compensation is de- 
scribed. 

Schedule VII considers certain special 
cases of compensation in connection with 
acquisition of land for public purposes. 

Schedule VIII controls compensation 
for land which, under the War Damage 
Act, 1943, is to be valued with reference 
to the calculated amount likely to be 
gained from a hypothetical sale after 
damage, and sets out the method of appor- 
tioning the compensation amongst several 
persons who may be interested conjointly. 

The Lord Chancellor may make rules, 
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after consultation with the Reference 
Committee under the Acquisition of Land 
(Assessment of Compensation) Act, 1919, 
for the settlement of any questions arising 
as to the operation of this Schedule. 


APPRENTICESHIP 
SIR MALCOLM EVE ON THE 
COUNCIL’S SCHEME. 


In the course of his address to the 
London Master Builders’ Association on 
January 18 (reported on January 26 so 
far as it related to the repair of bomb 
damage in London), Sire Matcorm 
TrustRaM Eve referred to the question of 
apprenticeship. He was, he reminded his 
audience, chairman of the Apprenticeship 
Training Council and regarded this as his 
favourite job with the industry. 

‘‘T have in mind two special points, 
proceeded Sir Malcolm, ‘‘ With the help 
of the Minister of Works and the Parlia- 
mentary Secretary, who has helped us so 
much on this, a record and a register of 
apprentices has been set up. e now 
know with complete exactitude all the boys 
in this industry, whom they are being 
employed by, where they are and what 
they want to learn. We are in the process 
of finding out how those boys (I am re- 
ferring only to craftsmen) are being 
apprenticed. We have laid down minimum 
conditions of apprenticeship, and we 
intend to do our utmost to see that those 
minimum conditions become universal. 
When an apprentice is, in fact, indentured 
under the minimum terms he will *e 
entitled to be a registered apprentice; and 
the industry will be told and know where 
they are, who they are and how many 
there are. It is estimated that this in- 
dustry will require an annual intake every 
year of 25,000 apprentices in order to keep 
the building force to the full proper num- 
ber after this war, and I do sincerely 
hope that every one of those will be 
apprenticed not under minimum conditions 
but under the other conditions we have 
mentioned, which we call the ‘ desirable 
conditions,’ which are higher. 

‘‘The second point I want to mention 
to you and ask your help about is a scheme 
which the Government has fostered on 
our recommendation whereby a certain 
amount of building work can in the 
present circumstances be carried out by 
apprentice labour working under craft in- 
structors. We feel that the work at 
present is difficult for apprentices, not 
always suitable for apprentices, and that 
a great deal can be done whereby they 
can actually build useful homes under crait 
instruction and at the same time learn 
their job. That is published. It is not 
going as fast as I would like, but I do 
commend it to all of you as a good scheme 
and ask your help in getting it going. The 
finance is ‘on the Government ’; there is 
no snag that way.”’ 


” 


Chair of Concrete Technology. 
APPLICATIONS are invited for the Chair 
of Concrete Technology at the Imperial 
College of Science and Technology. Salary 
£1,250 a year. Further particulars may 
be obtained, up to February 26, from the 
Academic Registrar, University of London, 
Richmond College, Richmond, Surrey. 


Appointment Vacant. 

Harttey Wintney R.D.C. is about to 
prepare its post-war housing scheme and 
wishes to engage the services of an archi- 
tect experienced in laying out estates and 
building small country cottages. Par- 
ticulars of schemes will be supplied on 
request, and communications, stating 
qualifications and experience, should be 
addressed to the Clerk to the Council, 
Council Offices, Hartley Wintney, Hants. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


Building Trade Entrants. 

Mr. Astor asked the Minister of Labour 
how the reduction of the labour force 
in the building trade from 1,000,000 in 
1939 to 320,000 to-day could be divided 
between deaths and retirements, lack of 
new entrants and recruitment to the 
Forces; and what estimate could be made 
of the number who may return to the 
building trade from the Forces after the 
war. 

Mr. Bevin said that the number of 
insured men aged 16 to 64 in the building 
industry was 1,008,000 at mid-1939 and 
345,000 at mid-1944, During that five 
years the industry had received over 
100,000 new entrants, apart from the 
Jarge numbers who had transferred from 
other industries. Statistics were not avail- 
able that would enable separate figures to 
be given for losses due to deathand retire- 
ment, recruitment to the Forcesand trans- 
fers to other industries.: It was expected, 
however, that upwards of 300, men 
would be available for return to the in- 
dustry from the Forces after the war. A 
considerable number would also become 
available for transfer from other in- 
dustries, 


The Cement Gun. 

Mr, Astor asked the Minister of Works 
whether he was already using the cement- 
gun process described in the Bossom 
Report to repair damaged brick houses in 
London; and whether he would consider 
the extended use of this process. 

Mr, SANDys said he was. The cement 
gun was in limited use for the repair of 
war-damaged houses. This process 
would be increasingly employed when 
the repair of the more seriously dam- 
aged properties was undertaken. However, 
he was inquiring into the possibility of 
extending the use of this method for the 
work now in hand, 


Coupons for Workers. 

In reply to Mr. W. Epwarps, MR. 
Datton said he had arranged that all 
lorry drivers who helped in loading their 
vehicles should be eligible for the ten 
supplementary clothing caupons, and 
that yardmen employed by builders’ mer- 
chants should also be eligible, if they 
were doing heavy work. 


Hereford Cathedral. ; 

Mr, Ivor THomas asked the Parlia- 
mentary Secretary to the Ministry of War 
Transport what were the considerations 
which had led his Ministry to propose 
to drive through the middle of the ancient 
city of Hereford. a road, described as 
an internal by-pass road, which, by its 
close proximity to the existing bridge 
would impair the view of the river an 
cathedral, would necessitate the fillin 
in of the ancient ditch and woul 
threaten the ancient city wall, and would 
not divert any traffic from the middle of 
the city; whether the views of the Royal 
Fine Art Commission had been sought on 
the artistic aspects of the proposal; and 
whether consideration would be given to 
a local proposal that the road should fol- 
low the line of the railway, crossing the 
River Wye at a higher point and thus 
provagiing at much less expense a real 
by-pass. 

Mr. Nort Baker said that the existing 
trunk road through the city of Hereford 
was narrow and congested, and it could 
not be widened. There was comparativel 
little through traffic, and a by-pass soe 
outside the icity would not, therefore, meet 
the need, For this reason the Couny High- 
ways Committee and the Town uncil 
were vie aggerhten, an alternative route im- 
mediately outside the city wall, with a 
new bridge over the River Wye. He was 
assured that this plan would not spoil the 
views of the river or of the cathedral, and 
that it would open up a better view of 
the city wall structure. The Committee 
and the Council also hoped to preserve a 
portion of the ancient ditch. The scheme 
was still in a preliminary stage, and the 
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advice of the Royal Fine Art Commission 
would be obtained before it is adopted. 
The authorities also considered another 
route parallel and adjacent to the railway, 
but it was found to be unsuitable for the 
traffie to be carried. 


Ugly Advertisements and Signs. 

In the House of Lords, Lorp 
MorrTIsTONE asked the Government if they 
could ensure that in all planning schemes 
adequate steps would be taken to prevent 
the disfigurement of the neighbourhood 
by ugly signs or advertisements, and if 
they would consider the introduction of 
such additional legislation as might be 
necessary to secure the powers needed 
for this purpose. He moved for papers. 
He said it would be a great help if the 
Government would express some strong 
opinion on this matter and say whether 
they thought some strengthening of the 
law was necessary. 

Lorp LatHaM said the main ony at 
present was that the local authorities had 
no effective power to control advertise- 
ments during the interrm period of town 
planning. Not only should there be new 
powers of control, but they should be 
capable of being operated during that 
interim period. It was useless for town 
planning authorities to secure desirable 
amenities, to preserve beauty, and to get . 
pleasing architectural design if the whole 
of their work should be rendered nuga- 
tory by the uncontrolled exercise of 
freedom to advertise and paste bills 
wherever those concerned -might wish. 

Lorp LvKE said that the bill-posting in- 
dustry would welcome further legisla- 
tion making it obligatory on local authori- 
ties to pass the necessary by-laws. As 
soon as possible the Home Office confer- 
ence which sat before the war on the 
matter of signs should be reconstituted 
and representatives of the amenity 
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societies, local authorities and advertis- 
ing interests should get together and con- 
tinue the good work done by that con- 
ference. 

Lorp WooLTON, Minister of Reconstruc- 
tion, replying for the Government, said 
he had great sympathy with Lord 
Mottistone’s motion. We must preserve 
not only the countryside but the towns as 
well. Conditions were included in the 
planning schemes for the _ control 
of advertisements. It would be 
foolish, when the life of this 
Parliament depended on circumstances 
beyond their control, to pretend that he 
cpuld promise legislation. In the mean- 
time, there was something which could 
be done. There was a most competent 
body of people, the advertising practi- 
tioners. They had the sense of public 
7 oe oe They could have no desire that 
the beauty of the country should be 
made hideous by their advertisements. 
Was it not possible for them, organised 
as many of them were, to meet and decide 
what they were going to do about it? 
He invited them to get together and re- 
cognise that their prosperity depended 
upon public opinion. 

The motion was, by leave, withdrawn. 


T Dp ary H 

Mr. FRANKEL asked the Minister of 
Works to what extent the cost of the 
various types of temporary houses 
approved by the Government had been 
revised; whether he would now state the 
estimated total cost of each type as 
erected on the site and the various items 
which went to make this total; and 
whether these estimates were based upon 
an assumption that there will be a supply 
of material as a free issue or at less than 
the market price. 

Mr. Sanpys said that the figure of £600 
had at different times been referred to as 
a target price for the pressed-steel bunga- 
low. We had still insufficient experience 
of the process of production and erection 
of bers owe ah houses upon which to base 
any reliable estimates. It was, however, 
clear that the cost of all types of tem- 
porary houses would, in practice, work 
out very considerably higher than_the 
original target figure, more particularly 
in the case of those erected under present 
war-time conditions in advance of the 
original programme which had not been 

lanned to start until] after the end of 
hostilities in Europe 

Mr. W. Epwarps asked the Minister of 
Works if the increase in costs of Portal 
and other types of prefabricated houses 
adopted by his Ministry over the original 
estimates was due to faulty judgment, 
over-optimism, or to not taking into 
account any important factors. 

Mr. FRANKEL asked the Minister of 
Works, in view of the fact that earlier 
statements on the subject always gave the 
impression that the improved type of 
Portal prefabricated houses would cost 
about £600, why it was now announced 
that the actual cost would be much 


higher. 

Mr. Sanpys: The figure of £600 was 
the target aimed at. It applied only to 
the steel house, and it was based on the 
assumption that this would be mass-pro- 
duced in very large numbers and that 
production would not begin until after 
the end of the war in Europe. Since 
then it has been decided not to wait for 
the end of the German war before start- 
ing upon the temporary housing pro- 
gramme. Owing to the fact that factory 
capacity and materials needed for the 
steel house cannot at present be made 
available, it has been necessary to adopt 
entirely different and in most cases less 
highly prefabricated types, which are not 
so well suited for manufacture by mass 
production methods. In addition, under 
war-time conditions abnormal -costs for 
labour and various other items will have 
to be accepted. 

Mr. Bossom asked the Minister of 
Works whether he could estate the num- 
ber of emergency bungalows he had 
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already contracted for; and could he give 
the number of each different type. : 

Mr. GeorGe Hicks, who replied, said 
contracts were placed with the manufac- 
turers of the Pressed Steel, Arcon and 
Uni-Seco houses for the production of 
approximately 180,000 houses in all, in the 
two-year period starting some time during 
1945. These contracts contained the usual 
break-clause and the programme was, of 
course, subject to review in the light of 
the labour and materials situation and 
the progress which could be made with 
permanent house construction. In addi- 
tion, small preliminary orders had been 
placed for Tarran and Phoenix houses. 

e 
War Damage Repair. 

Str W. Davison asked the Minister 
of Works what steps were being taken to 
tighten up the supervision of men en 
gaged in war damage repair work, of 
which particulars had been sent to him, 
in view of the volume of complaint from 
members of the public as to the lack-of 
energy shown and unnecessary delays in 
carrying out such repairs. 

Mr. Sanpys said he had inquired into 
this particular case and was satisfied that 
there was justification for complaint. The 
contractor concerned had been warned 
that the standard of his supervision must 
improve. 

Siz W. Davison: Is the Minister aware 
that I am getting quantities of letters 
from all sources about dilatoriness and 
lack of supervision and complaints of 
work taking weeks which could be done 
in a few days? 

Mr. Sanpdys: In this case, which is not 
typical, the supervision was weak. If a 
particular contractor cannot control his 
labour efficiently, it may be necessary to 
reduce the number of men allotted to 


him. 
BUILDING : AREA OF £10 


LIMIT EXTENDED 


As he announced in the House of 
Commons on January 31, the Minister of 
Works, after consultation with the Asso- 
ciations of Local Authorities concerned, 
has made an Order (S.R. & O., 1945, No. 
105) which, from Monday, Februaty 5, 
1945, extended the area in which a licence 
is required before any building work cost- 
ing £10 or more is put in hand. 

The new Order applies the £10 limit to 
areas within reasonable daily travelling 
distance of London and to those areas 
which have become known as ‘‘ Bomb 
Alley,’’ where numerous houses and farm- 
buildings are in urgent need of repair. 
The areas are Kent, Essex, Surrey, East 
Sussex and parts of Berkshire, Bedford- 
shire, Hertfordshire, Buckinghamshire, 
Hampshire, West Sussex, and Oxford- 
shire. A full list of the local authorities 
concerned is given below. These are in 
addition to the authorities within the 
London Civil Defence Region to which 
a £10 limit was applied on October 2 
ast. 

Licences for works costing £10 but not 
exceeding £100 in cost will be issued by 
the local. authority for the area in which 
the work is to be carried out; licences for 
works costing more than £100 will be 
issued by the Regional Licensing Officer, 
Ministry of Works, in Cambridge, Tun- 
bridge Wells, or Reading, according to 
the region in whieh the work is to be 
carried out. Licences will be issued only 
for works which are really essential (e.g., 
in the case of houses, first-aid repairs or 
work required in the interests of health 
or safety). 

Any person who on February 5, 1945, 
was carrying out a building operation the 
cost of which, either by itself or together 
with the cost of any other work carried 
out on the property during the preceding 
twelve months, exceeds £10, but does not 
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exceed £100, should stop that work as 
soon as reasonably practicable, but in no 
case later than Saturday, February 10, 
unless he has obtained a licence from the 
local authority concernd. Application for 
a licence to carry out any such essential 
work (within these financial limits) should 
be made now to the local authority in 
whose area the work is being carried out. 
It is, however, desired to point out that 
if work is necessary in circumstances of 
emergency (e.g., to prevent flooding or to 
remove danger) it may be put in hand 
without prior application for a licence. 
All registered building and civil engi- 
neering contractors in the extended area 
are being asked to volunteer to undertake 
bomb damage repair work under contract 
with their own local authority, with the 
nearest local authority whose area is badly 
damaged, or with the Ministry of Works. 
The local authorities concerned are :— 
BEDFORDSHIRE. 
Dunstable _B. Luton B. and R.D. 
Leighton Buzzard U.D. 


BERKSHIRE. 

Reading C.B. 

Windsor R.D. 

Wokingham B. and 
R.D. 


Cookham R.D. 

Easthampstead R.D. 

Maidenhead B. 

New Windsor B. 
BucKINGHAMSHIRE. 

Amersham R.D, Eton U.D. and R.D. 


Aylesbury B. and R.D. Linslade U.D. 
Beaconsfield U.D. Marlow U.D. 
Bletchley U.D. Slough B. 
Chesham U.D. Wing R.D. 


Chepping Wycombe RB. Wycombe R.D. 
Ess. 

Benfleet U.D. 

Billericay U.D. 

Braintree R.D. 

Dipipines and Bocking 


.D. 
Brentwood U.D. 
Brightlingsea U.D. 
Burnham-on-Crouch * 


EX. 
Ilalstead U.D. and 
R.D 


Harwich B. 
Hornchurch U.D. 
Lexden and Winstree 
ay B. and R.D. 


Ongar R.D. 

Rayleigh U.D. 
Rochford R.D. 
Romford B. 

—- Walden B. and 


Southend-on-Sea C.B. 


U.D. 
Canvey Island U.D. 
Chelmsford B. and 
R.D. 
Clacton U.D. 
Colchester B. 


Dunmow R.D. Tendring R.D. 

Epping U.D. and R.D. Thurrock U.D. 

Frinton and Walton West Mersea U.D. 
U.D. Witham U.D 


Wivenhoe U.D. 
Hampsuire (County oF SouTHaMPtoy). 


Aldershot B. Fleet U.D. 
Farnborough U.D. 
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HERTFORDSHIRE. 


Baldock U.D. 
Bishop’s Stortford U.D. 
Braughing R.D. 
Berkbamsed U.D. and 


Chorleywood U.D, 

Harpenden U.D. 

Hatfield R.D. 

Hemel Hempstead B. 
and R.D. 

Hertford B. and R.D. 

Hitchin U.D. and R.D. 


Letchworth U.D. 
Royston U.D. 
St. Albans B. (City of 
St. Alban) and R.D. 
Sawbridgeworth U.D. 
Stevenage U.D. 
Tring U.D. 
Ware U.D. and R.D. 
Watford B. and R.D. 
Welwyn R.D. 
Welwyn Garden City 
U.D. 


Hoddesdon U.D. 

Kent. 
New Romney B. 
Northfleet U.bD. 
Queenborough B. 


Ashford U.D. 
Bridge-Blean, R.D. 
Broadstairs and St, 


Peter’s U.D. Ramsgate B. 
Canterbury C.B. Rochester B. 
Chatham B. Romney Mars’: R.D. 


Royal Tunbrid:ze Welis 


Sandwich B. 
Sevenoaks U.D. and 


R.D. 
Sheppey R.D. 


Sheerness U.). 
Faversham B. Sittingbourne and Mil- 
Folkestone B, ton U.D. 
Gillingham _B. Southboroug): U.D. 
Gravesend B. Strood R.D. 
Herne Bay U.D. Swale R.D. 
Hollingbourne R.D. Swanscombe U.D. 
Hythe B. Tenterden B. and R.D. 
Lydd B. Tonbridge U.1D). «and 
Maidstone B. and R.D. R.D. 
Malling R.D. West Ashford! R.D. 
Whitstable U.D. 


Margate B. 
OXFORDSHIRE. 
Henley-upon-Thames B, Thame U.D. 


Cranbrook R.D. 
Dartford B. and R.D. 
Deal B. 

Dover B. and R.D. 
East Ashford R.D. 
Eastry R.D. 

Elham_ R.D. 


Surrey. 
Godalming B. 
Godstene R.)D. 
quildford B. and R.D. 
Chertsey U.D. Hambledon R.D. 
Dorking U.D. Haslemere U,!). _- 
Dorking and Horley Leatherhead U.D. 
Reigate B. 
Walton and  Wey- 
bridge U.D. 
Woking U.D. 


Bagshot R.D 
Caterham and War- 
lingham_U.D. 


R.D. 
Egham U.D. 
Farnham U.D. 
Frimley and Camber- 
ey U.D. 
Sussex (East). ‘0 
Hailsham R.). 


Battle R.D. 

Bexhill B. Hastings C.B. 
Brighton _C.B. Hove B 
Burgess Hill U.D. Lewes B. 


Newhaven U.D. 
Portslade-by-sea U.D. 
Seaford 
Rye B. 
Uckfield R.D. 
Sussex (West). 

Southwick U.D. 


Chailey R.D. 

Cuckfield U.D. and 
R.D. 

Eastbourne C.B. 

East Grinsteae U.D. 


Hoxysham U.D. 
Horsham R.D. 


NATIONAL FEDERATION 


ANNUAL REPORT 


Tue 67th Annual Report of the National 
Federation of Building Trades Employers 
is an excellent reminder of the scope and 
volume of work done by the Federation 
for the benefit of builders, The report 
gives a connected story of the situation 
in which the industry at present finds 
itself—with about 327,000 operatives avail- 
able and the biggest building programme 
ahead that has faced any nation. There 
are some interesting comments on the need 
for enlightening the public as to the build- 
ing trade’s contributions to the war effort, 
of which probably the most spectacular 
was the ‘‘ Mulberry” invasion port, as 
preparatory to maintaining the industry’s 
reputation for efficiency. As a corollary 
to this, the Report states that not only 
must builders make themselves as efficient 
as circumstances permit, but must combine 
to eradicate obstacles within and without 
the industry. No sections of the Report 
offer more convincing proof of the work 
done for tthe industry than those describing 
the Federation’s relations with (Govern- 
ment Departments and the Operatives’ 
Federation. It is in the closeness of these 
that the strength of the Federation lies, 
and in consequence its value and u:efulness 
to its members. The Report is issued from 
82, New Cavendish-street, W.1. 
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WAR DAMAGE AND THE 
A.B.T. 


THE speeding up of bomb-damage re- 
pairs in London was the subject discussed 
at a meeting called by the Association of 
Building Technicians at Conway Hall, 
W.C.2, on January 16. Mr. Andrew Boyd, 
A.R.I.B.A., presided. 

The following proposals 
the meeting :— 


1. The Ministry of Works to be made re- 
sponsible for the supervision of all bomb- 
damage repairs by means of the extension of 
the work of the Special Repairs Section. 

2. All labour to be pooled and placed in 
working parties for use, by zones, over the 
whole London area under firms holding uniform 
Ministry of Works contracts, Contractors too 
small to work economically as separate units 
io be drafted into working parties. 

3. The Ministry of Works, through the 
Ministry of Labour, to be responsible for the 
allocation of all Jabour. Surplus labour from 
larger firms to be transferred to smaller ones 
of proved efficiency to make up balanced gangs, 

4. Bonus to be paid to contractors for early 
completion of jobs. Unwilling or insufficient 
contractors to be refused further contracts. 

5. All priorities to be decided by the London 
Repairs Executive on the recommendation of 
the Ministries of Works and Health. 

6. All supervision to be by clerks of works 
and technical assistants employed directly by 
the Ministry of Works. Local anthorities to 
have supervisory technical staff to investigate 
residents complaints and to report progress to 
Ministry of Works. 

7. Joint Progress Committees to be set up 
more speedily, with representation from local 
authorities, Ministry of Works, contractors, and 
operatives and technicians. The technicians to 
be A.B.T. members elected by technical staffs 
and to be additional to _ representatives 
appointed by the local authorities and Ministry 
of Works. 

8. Clerks of works and technical assistants 
acting in a similar capacity to be paid at basic 
salary and overtime rates not inferior to the 
award of the National Arbitration Tribunal in 


were before 


the case of the A.B.T. v. Lambeth Borough 
Council, | 
9. Efficiency and output to be increased by 


the abolition of the present seven-day week. 
Compensation to those whose salary would be 
residents’ complaints and to report progress to 
overtime. 

Mr. COLIN PENN elaborated these pro- 
posals in an address. He said the Lon- 
don Repairs Executive had _ recently 
stated that 51 per cent. of the houses 
needing repair had been completed. 
This represented a very great number of 
houses, but it must be remembered that 
further damage was being done every 
day, and that it would be possible to in- 
crease the number of houses needing re 
pair by other methods of tabulation. It 
must be remembered also that 700,000 
was a minimum figure. It was proposed 
that the remaining 9 per cent. of bomb- 
damaged houses should have their re- 
pairs completed within the next 10 weeks, 
but this was a period during which we 
must expect bad weather. Moreover, the 
standard to which the 51 per cent. of re- 
pairs had been done was very low, and 
when 100 per cent. of repairs had been 
completed we_ should - still hardly 
have attacked the problem of putting 
housing back to the pre-war situation. 
The character of the problem in con- 
nection with the repair programme 
had changed during the last few months, 
and the situation as regards materials 
was better. As to labour we still had con- 
siderable shortages and unbalanced 
gangs, but on the whole there was enough 
labour in London to do the work. The 
questions to consider were mainly organi- 
sational. The A.B.T. believed that 
borough councils were hampered through 
lack of powers, and sympathised with the 
demand that these powers should be -ex- 
tended. 

The subject was then thrown open to 
discussion. The speakers who followed 
apparently were chiefly members or 
officials of Metropolitan Borough Coun- 
‘ils, and among various points brought 
forward was one that the complaints of 
residents should not be undervalued. 
These complaints could only be dealt 
with by those supervising the site from 
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which the complaint came. Naturally 
the residents had all got complaints to 
make, because the repairs undertaken 
were only sufficient to give the barest 
necessity of comfort. 

A speaker from Erith said there were 
women dilutees in the building industry, 
and for certain purposes—e.g., the cutting 
and fixing of glass, they were employed 
in preference to men. The Government 
had adopted a wrong policy with regard 
to C.B. houses; when the time came to 
repair these they would be beyond repair. 
As to the question of complaints from 


local residents these received sympa- 
thetic treatment from local authorities 
but would not. be so treated by the 


Ministry of Works. 


Need for Local Contacts. 

Another speaker said that the men em- 
ployed by the Ministry of Works were 
liable to be called away at any moment 
leaving the job wumattended for the 
time being. It was essential for local 
authorities to have their own technical 
assistants to keep an eye on the work 
being done, to have sympathetic contact 
with residents and to act as liaison 
officers between these and the Ministry. 

The speaker who followed said the 
Ministry of Works had followed the 
problem of war-damage repair with con- 
cern and had allotted to it some of the 
most distinguished clerks of works. It 
had also brought engineering contractors 
with great reputations who had been 
doing important work before the war. He 
hoped the organisation as at present 
working would continue until the greater 
part of the bomb-damage had been 
cleared up. Charges of slacking against 
the operatives were not justified. 

A speaker from Lewisham said his was 
the worst bombed borough in London. 
Apart from the question of labour, there 
was a lack of materials; and how could 
you alter this unless you accelerated the 
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production of urgenily needed new 
materials, or produced satisfactory sub- 
stitutes? In his borough there were huts 
dotted all over the place; these were not 
palaces to live in rather they were 
glorified garages; but they might offer a 
solution. Much of the work now being 
done was of no permanent use—é.g., it 
would be better to do a decent repair to 
a roof rather than cover it with a tar- 
paulin. Very little bricklaying or struc- 
tural work wag being done. As to Sun- 
day work, if men were not employed on 
Sundays they would go to boroughs 
where Sunday work was being done. 

Another speaker said he had worked 
seven days a week, and found it nothing 
terrible, because he was away from home 
and had nothing to do on Sunday. 

A speaker from Croydon objected to 
the proposed bonus to contractors. Why, 
he asked, should a man receive a bonus 
for doing his duty? He complained of 
the quality of the repairs being done in 
his borough. 

Mr. PENN, replying to the discussion, 
said that everyone agreed that the posi- 
tion was considerably better than three 
months ago, though we could not be satis- 
fied with some of the substitutes nor 
with the supplies of some materials. If 
by giving contractors an incentive we 
could get work done more quickly, we 
should not refuse to give it. A very 
difficult point was that with regard to 
the standard of work now being done, and 
he sympathised with those who asked 
why we did not make a satisfactory job 
now, so that we need not tear the work 
down and rebuild later. The problem 
was tied up with the supply of labour 
and materials. We must take every step 
to house the greatest number of people 
in the shortest time. 


CLERKS OF WORKS ON 


BOMB DAMAGE 
ARBITRATION CASE RESULT. 


Tue following statement is issued by 
the A.B.T.: The National Arbitration 
Tribunal has given a decision in favour of 
the A.B.T. in their dispute with the Lam- 
beth Borough Council, which has been in 
progress since October, 1943. The A.B.T. 
claimed improvements in the salary and 
overtime pay of clerks of works employed 
on bomb damage repairs at Lambeth, on 
the grounds that their conditions were 
worse than the average of other borough 
councils, 

The Tribunal of the London District 
Whitley Council, to whom the case was 
first referred by the Ministry of Labour, 
made a recommendation which the Lam- 
beth Borough Council refused to accept. 
The -A.B.T. therefore appealed to the 
National Arbitration Tribunal for confir- 
mation of the Whitley Council recommen- 
dation. 


The recommendation, which has now 
been enforced, is as follows : ‘‘ That clerks 
of works employed by: the Lambeth 


Borough Council be designated ‘ Officers’; 
that they be graded within the London 
District Council’s Scales of Salaries; that 
the appropriate grade be Grade ‘B’ of 
the London District Council’s Scales—i.e., 
£225 per annum, rising by annual incre- 
ments of £15 to £390 per annum; that 
the commencing point. in Grade ‘B* 
should be £ per annum; that the cost- 
of-living bonus, as recommended by the 
London District Council from time to time, 
be paid in addition to the salary in Grade 
‘B’; that the normal working week be 
44 hours; that overtime worked over and 
above the normal 44-hour week be paid 
for in addition to salary and bonus at the 
following rates : Over 44 hours and up to 
52 hours, plain time rates; over 52 hours 
and up to 58 hours, time and a quarter 
rates; over 58 hours, time and a half 
rates.” 
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LAW REPORTS 


BUILDING LICENCE EXCEEDED: 
PROSECUTION OF ARCHITECT. 

A Lonpon architect, Herbert William 
Matthews, of Manchester-square, Maryle- 
bone, was at West London Police Court 
fined £150 and ordered to pay 10 guineas 
costs for carrying out building repairs 
costing £2,400 on a Knightsbridge house 
when the terms of his licence limited his 
expenditure to £940. 

Mr. R. Clayton, prosecuting, said that 
the specifications of the licence were that 
premises at Herbert-crescent, Knights- 
bridge, should be converted into six flats. 
A Ministry of Works inspector discovered, 
however, that this work had not been 
done, but that extensive alterations had 
been made representing an expenditure of 
£1,500 in excess of the permitted cost. 

While he did not accept. the figure of 
£2,400, Mr. Matthews said that he had 
been unable to keep to the specifications 
because of increased costs of labour. 
Work went on so slowly that le had 
to employ extra men. Quoting one 
instance, the architect said that on a 
material charge of £10 7s. the labour 
charge was £204. 


BUILDING LEASE AND DOCTRINE OF 
FRUSTRATION. 


House or Lorps. 
Before Tue Lorp CHANCELLOR, and Lorps 


tussELL OF KitLtowen, Wricur, 
Porter and Gopparp. 
Cricklewood Property and Investment 
Trust, Ltd. v. -Leighton’s Investment 


Trust, Ltd. 

The question to be decided in this case, 
which came before the House on the 
appeal of the Cricklewood Property and 
Investment Trust, Ltd., from the judg- 
ment of the Court of Appeal affirming a 
decision of Mr. Justice Asquith in the 
King’s Bench Division, was whether an 
agreement for the erection of shops con- 
tained in a building lease had been frus- 
trated by reason of the war. 

The material facts were as follows : 
Leighton’s Investment Trust, Ltd., as 
landlords, claimed from the Cricklewood 
Property and Investment Trust, Ltd., as 
tenants, £419 14s. 3d. as the rent due 
under a building lease dated May 12, 1936. 
The original grantors of the lease had 
conveyed the land held by the Crickle- 
wood Property and Investment Trust, with 
the benefit of the lease, to Leighton’s In- 
vestment Trust in May, 1938. This lease 
provided that certain land at Potters 
Bar should be let to the Cricklewood Pro- 
rty and Investment Trust in order that 
they should erect a number of shops 
thereon on terms as to payment of rent 
and other matters. Some of the proposed 
shops were erected, but before the obliga- 
tion of the lessee trust to erect 14 of the 
shops had matured the present war broke 
out, and through which they said the 
demand for shops ceased and finance for 
their erection became unobtainable. 
Further, that the Government, having 
placed restrictions on building materials. 
made the erection of the proposed shops 
impossible. In these circumstances, there- 
fore, they contended that so far as those 
14 shops were concerned the agreement 
‘contained i J 
and their liability for the rent claimed* 
had come to an end. 

The respondents, the lessor trust, ad- 
mitted the facts alleged by the appellants. 
but denied that they afforded any defence 
to their claim for the rent due. 

Mr. Justice Asquith held that the doc- 
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trine of frustration did not apply and that 
a building lease did not differ in character 
from an ordinary one. 

The Court of Appeal, consisting of 
Lords Justices Scott, Mackinnon, and 
Du Parcq, affirmed Mr. Justice Asquith’s 
decision, and from this result the present 
appeal was brought. 

The appeal was dismissed. 

The Lord Chancellor, in giving judg- 
ment, said the appeal raised two ques- 
tions: First, could the doctrine of frus- 
tration apply to determine a lease; and, 
secondly, even if it could, were the cir. 
cumstances in the present case such as tu 
produce the result that the lease had been 
determined? If all their lordships agreed 
(as he understood they did) that the answer 
to he second question was in the negative, 
1t was not essential in the present case to 
reach a conclusion on the first, on which 
he gathered there was a difference of 
opinion. 

Continuing, his lordship said there re- 
mained the practical issue whether what 
was proved to have happened in the case 
could be enough to construe frustration of 
such a lease. He did not agree with Mr. 
Justice Asquith that the orders requiring 
@ suspension of building were sufficient to 
strike at the root of the arrangement. The 
lease at the time had more than 90 years 
to run, and though they did not know 
how long the present war, and the emer- 
gency regulations which had been made 
necessary by it, were going to last, the 
length of the interruption so caused was 
presumably a small fraction of the whole 
concern. Frustration,’ where it existed, 
did not work suspension, but brought the 
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whole arrangement to an inevitable end 
forthwith. In the present case the lease 
itself contemplated that rent might be 
payable, although no building was going 
on, and he could not regard the interrup- 
tion which had arisen as such as to destroy 
the identity of the arrangement or make 
it unreasonable to carry out the lease 
according to the terms as soon as the 
interruption of building was over. That 
was the nature of the test for frustra- 
tion suggested in a case decided in 
1918. He therefore decided on the facts 
that the liability for rent under the 
covenant in the, agreement continued 
uninterrupted and that the appeal should 
be dismissed with costs. 

The other learned Lords agreed that the 
appeal should be dismissed, and it was 
accordingly dismissed with costs. 

Mr. R. Burrows, K.C., and Mr. Robert 
Fortune appeared for the appellants; and 
Mr. St. John Field, K.C., and Mr, Douglas 
Lowe for the respondents. 


THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 
NEW BUILDINGS 


CLUMPY.—Plans prepared for alterations 
and additions to Clumpy House, for which the 
architects are William A. Dunlop & Son, 103, 
High-st.. Lanark. 

GLASGOW.—Plans to be prepared for 
houses at Knightswood, for which the archi- 
tect is Renald Bradshaw, 20, Irongate, 
Glasgow. i 

GLASGOW.—Plans prepared for alterations 
and additions at Newlands-rd., for which the 
architects are James Davidson & Son, ¢ 
Academy-st., Coatbridge. ‘ 

STEPPS.—Plans in hand for alteration and 
additions to works, for which the architects 
are William Henderson & Son, Stepps. 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 
CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open, but not in- 
cluded in this list, see previous issues. Those 
with an asterisk are advertised in this number. 
The dates at the heads of paragraphs are those 
for the submission of tenders; a dagger (t) 
denotes closing date for applications; the name 
and address at the end refer to the persov 
from whom partienlars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


FEBRUARY 14. 

Wallasey C.B.—Erection of temporary branch 

library at. Pasture-rd., Moreton. B.S. Dep. 
1s 


Wallasey C.B.—Erection of 16 parlour-type 
houses (in pre-war construction) at Hillcroft-rd. 
housing estate. S. Dep. £2 2s. 

West Bromwich C.B8.—Erection of sub-station 
J. G. Jefferson, M.Inst.C.E., Town Hall. Dep. 


eis , 
FEBRUARY 16. 

North Riding E.C.—Erection of kitchen and 
dining-room at Kirkleavington C.E. school. F. 
Barraclough, Secretary,- Ed. Offices, County 
Hall, Northallerton. 

FEBRUARY 17. 

St. Faith’s and Aylsham R.D.C.—Reconstruc- 
tion of houses at Kerdistone, Reepham. F. M. 
Dewing, 40, Prince of Wales-rd., Norwich. Dep. 


1s. 
FEBRUARY 19. ; 
Edinburgh T.C.—Alterations and installation 
of cooking equipment to form_ kitchen at 
Boroughmuir Secondary School. City A. 
FEBRUARY 20. 
Leeds E.C.—Repairs and maintenance of 
school buildings. D. of E. 


MATERIALS. ETC. 
FEBRUARY 14. 
Haltemprice U.D.C.—E. and S. 
FEBRUARY 15. 
Monmouthshire C.C.—County S. 


Inverness C.C.—County S. 
Normanton U.D.C.—S. 
FEBRUARY 19. 
Southwark B.C.—T.C. 
FEBRUARY 20. 
Isle of Ely C.C.—County S. 
FEBRUARY 21. 
Atherton U.D.C.—S. 
Coline T.C.—B.E. and S. 
King’s Lynn B.C.—Acting B.E. 
Northumberland C.C.-—County S. 
Runcorn U.D.C.—E. and §. 
Wolverhampton T.C.—B.E. 
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FEBRUARY 23. 
Crompton U.D.C.—E. and S. 
FEBRUARY 2. 
Caernarvonshire C.C.—County S. 
Frimley and Camberley U.D.C.—E. and S. 
Heywood T.C.—B.S. 
Neath T.C.—B.E. 
Solihull U.D.C.—E. and §. 
Tynemouth T.C.—B.S. 
FEBRUARY 2 
Breconshire C.C.—County 8. 
Chelsea B.C.—T.C. : 
Littleborough U.D.C.—E. and S. 
Salford T.C.—City E. 
FEBRUARY 27. 
Liwchwr U.D.C.—Highways 8S. 
FEBRUARY 238, 
Bromley T.C.—B.E: d 
Derbyshire ©.C.—County S. 
Morley T.C.—B.E. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
HEATING, ETC. 


FEBRUARY 24. 
Oswestry _T.6.—External repainting of 76 


houses. 
MARCH 3. 


Lewes, Newhaven and Seaford Joint Hospital 
Board. — External painting of Infectious 
Diseases Hospital, Newhaven. C, T. Butler, 


Town Hall,- Lewes, 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


4 FEBRUARY 14. 

Wirral Group. Contract No, 1.—Construction 
of roads and sewers. B. Robinson, M.Inst.M. 
and Cy.E., B.E. and S., Town Hall, Birkenhead. 

FEBRUARY 15, 

Bristol and District Group.—Construction of 
roads and sewers (Contract No. 3). City E., 
Bristol. Dep. £2 2s. 

FEBRUARY 16. 

Atherton U.D.C.—Supply and laying of sur- 
face dressing. §. 

d __ FEBRUARY 19. 

Halifax.—Construction of roads and sewers. 
B.E., Halifax. Re £2 2s. 

Staines U.D.C.—Making up of roads. E. and 
8. Dep. £2 2s. 

Worcester Group.—Construction of ,roads and 
sewers. City E., Worcester. Dep. £5 5s. 

FEBRUARY 20. 
T.C.—Construction of roads and 
T. Butler (L.), B.S. Dep. £2 2s 
z FEBRUARY 22. 

_ Kingston-upon-Hull District Group.—Construc- 
tion of roads and sewers (Contract No. 1). 
City E., Kingston-upon-Hull. Dep. £5. 

FEBRUARY 24. 

aa ee nnd aaah of sewers, 
surface water drainage, etc., at Lochbridge. 
B.S. Dep. £2 2s. . ee 

FEBRUARY 27. 

Beeston and Stapleford U.D.C.—Construction 
of roads and sewers at Dovecote-la. housing 
site. G. C. Hardy, S. Dep. £2 2s. 

FEBRUARY 28. 

Bucks Water Board.—Supplying and laying 
4,190 yds. of 3-in. asbestos cement pipes and 
specials. Engineer and Manager, 22, Walton- 
st., Aylesbury. Dep. £2 2s. 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


FEBRUARY 14, 
Bermondsey 8.C.—Building Manager. 


Lewes 
sewers. C. 


£900 


§2: Application forms from §. E. Freeman, 


FEBRUARY 15. 

Watford B.C.—Architectural Assistant. £310 
to £355 p.a., pe bonus 19s. p.w. Write, quoting 
EA.1229XA, Ministry of Labour and National 
Service, Appointments Dept., Central (T. and 
8.) Register, Room 5/17, Sardinia-st., Kingsway, 
London, W.C.2, for necessary forms. 

FEBRUARY 16. 

*Kingston-upon-Thames 1.C. — Temporary 
Architectural Assistant.. £450 _p.a., including 
bonus. Write, quoting E.A.1170XA, to Ministry 
of Labour and National Service, Appointments 
Dept., Central (T. and 8.) Register, Room 
5/17, Sardinia-st., Kingsway, London, W.C.2, for 
necessary forms, 

FEBRUARY 19. 

“Birmingham €.€.—Temporary Assistant. 
£6 6s. p.w., plus bonus (£1 1s. 6d.). Chief Ed. 
Officer, Ed. Office, Margaret-st., Birmingham, 3. 

FEBRUARY 24. 

*Bristol T.C.—Temporary Assistant Archi- 
tects. J. Nelson Meredith (F.), City A 

*Manchester E.C.—Assistant Master to teach 
Science Subjects at Junior Technical and 
Apprentice Day Classes. Forms from D. of E., 
Ed. Offices, Deansgate, Manchester,3. (Stamped, 
addressed envelope.) 

“West Riding C.C.—Qualified Teacher of 
Building Subjects at Whitwood Mining and 
Technical College, Castleford. Application 


THE BUILDER 


forms from Secretary to the Managers, Ed. 
Offices, Castleford. 
FEBRUARY 26. 

*Birmingham £.C.—Full-time Teacher of 
Building Subjects. Forms from P. D. Innes, 
Chief Ed. Officer, Margaret-st. 

FEBRUARY 28. 

*Kingston-upon- Hull. — Six Temporary 
Assistant Architects. £400 p.a., plus bonus. A. 
Rankine (A.), City A. 


MARCH 65. 
Breconshire Joint Planning Committee.— 
Assistant to Committee. £300-£20-£380. 


P. R. H. S. Holbourn, Clerk to the Committee 
County Hall, Brecon, Wales. 
NO DATE, 

*Overseas Employment.—General Foreman for 

Trinidad Government. Written applications 

only to The Secretary, Overseas Manpower Com- 


mittee (Ref. 1222), Ministry of Labour and 
National Service, York House, Kingsway, 
London, W.C.2 


*Southend-on-Sea .C.—Building Workshop 
Steward in Dept. of Architecture. £250 p.a., 
plus £52 bonus. Principal, Municipal College. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


_ Ashton-in-Makerfield.—N.F.S. propose  erec- 
tion of fire station. 
Ashton-under-Lyne. — Gartside’s Brookside 


Brewery Co., Ltd., propose erection of “ Old 
Nook ”’ hotel at junction of Lees-rd. with Broad 
Oak-rd. Plans by F. Thorpe (F.), Union Bank- 
chbrs., Union-st., Oldham. 

Bromsgrove.—Worcestershire C.C. propose 
alterations and additions to Cottage Homes at 
Institution. Plans by H. Rowe & Son, Acting 
County Architects, 38, Foregate-st., Worcester. 

Colwyn Bay.—T.C. propose improvements at 
mortuary, also. alterations at maternity home. 

Coundon.—Mitchells and Butlers, Ltd., Cape 
Hill Brewery, Smethwick, Reopens erection of 
** Brooklands ” hotel at ingsbury-rd. and 
Forfield-yd. 

Coventry.—E.C. propose rebuilding Wheatley- 
st. Special school.—Mitchells & Butlers, L 
Cape Hill Brewery, Smethwick, propose erec- 
tion of “‘ Haven” hotel at Watercall-av. and 
Dillotford-av. 

Droyisden.—Gartside’s Brookside Brewery 
Co., Ltd., Ashton-under-Lyne, propose erection 
of ‘‘ Haddon Hall” hotel on juction of Lewis- 
rd. and North-rd. and Haddon Hall-rd. 

irlam.—Lancashire E.C. propose erection of 
Junior and Infants’ school and Nursery school 
at Fiddler’s-la. Plans by A. T. Nicholson (F.), 
County A., County Offices, Fishergate-hill, 
Preston. 

_Jarrow-on-Tyne.—County E.C. propose pro- 
vision of additional temporary accommodation 
at Jarrow Technical school and Evening In- 
stitute, at £7,400. Plans by F. Willey, 34, Old 
Elvet, Durham. 


Kings Lynn.—Union Cinemas, Lid. 15, 
Regent-st., London, W.1, propose cinema at 
St. James-st. 


Lancashire.—C.C. Education Committee pro- 
pose seeking sanction for immediate comple- 
tion of Great Sankey and Penketh Senior 
school, at £13,000. Plans by Quiggin & Gee 
(FF.), North House, North John-st., Liverpool 2. 
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Manchester.—Housing Committee propose 
erection of four experimental houses at Old 
Moat school, Withington. Plans by J. Hughes 
(A.), Housing Director. T.C, approved addi- 
tions to works, Ardwick, R. Broadhurst, archi- 
tect, 4, Kiln Hill-la., Chadderton, nr. Oldham; 
works extensions, G. G. Baines, architect, 12- 
24, Guildhall-st., Preston; additions to works, 
Cruickshank & Seward, architects, 14, Princess- 
st.; alterations and. additions at “ Birch 
Arms” Hotel, Gorton-la., Gorton, for Open- 
shaw Brewery Co., Ltd., E. Ogden (F.). archi 
tect, 1, Ridgefield. 

Manchester.—T.C. approved: Additions to 
synagogue, Waterloo-rd., Hightown, New Kahal 
Chassidim Synagogue, E. L. Doyle, architect, 
26, Hollins-la., Marple Bridge, Ches. ; additional 
classrooms to day school, Woodhouse-la., 
Northern Etchells, Northenden, for Rev, Father 
F. Murphy, Sandy & Norris (FF.), 154, New- 
port-rd.. Stafford. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Smith’s Potato 
Ltd., propose to erect another factory. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. — City Council propose 
laboratory additions at Shotley Bridge Emer- 
gency Hospital, at £600. 

Oldham,—E.C. propose: assembly hall. craft 
ome, etc., as additions. at. Hollins Central 
school. 

Rugeley.—Board of Management of Rugeley 
District Hospital propose alterations and ex- 
tensions to Hospital. Plans by Lloyd F. Ward 
(4), Lleyd House, Great Charles-st., Birming- 
1am. 

Sheffeld—Alfred Wroe & Son, Litd., 134. 
Ecclesfield-rd., Chapeltown, propose develop- 
ment of site between Chapeltown and Ecclesfield 
for erection of 400 houses. 


Crisps, 


Standish.—_U.D.C. propose housing site at 
Avondale estate. ; 
Tyldesley.—U.D.C. propose erection of 


swimming-baths. 

Urmston.—T.C. propose 100 houses off Broad- 
way, Davyhulme. Land to be developed for 
houses off Church-rd., Flixton.—T.C. approved 
amended plans for block of flats at corner of 
Flixton-rd. and Western-rd., Flixton, for 4. 
Maunders & Son, Ltd., 544, Barton-rd., Stret- 
ford. 

Wakefield.—West Riding P.A.C. propose to 
adapt Sandal Hall estate for provision of 
children’s homes, 


BRITISH RESTAURANTS AND 
CANTEENS 


Caernarvonshire.—E.C. propose canteen at 
Bethesda County school. Plans by W. LI. Jones 
(L.), County A., County Offices, Shirehall-st., 
Caernarvon. sips 

Derbyshire.—E.C. propose dining centre and 
kitchen for school meals at Holymoorside. 
Plans by J. Harrison (A.), County A., County 
Offices, St. Mary’s-gate, Derby. ; ; 

Durham.—C.C. to erect school feeding kitchen 
at Blaydon, and one at Spen. Plans by County 
A., 34, Old Elvet, Durham. a 

Durham.—C.C. to provide school meals facili- 
ties, including central kitchens, sculleries, etc., 
at Barnard Castle, Billingham, Cornforth, 
Helmington, Horden Colliery, and Tudhoe. 
Plans by F. Willey, 34, Old Elvet, County A. 

Hastings.—E.C. propose: Kitchen at Red 
Lake; dining-hall at West St. Leonards; din- 
ing-hall at Hollington; extension of dining - 
room at Clive Vale. 


irthlingborough.—Northants E.C. propose 
school canteen and kitchen. Plans by J. 
Perkins (L.), County A., County Hail, 
Northampton. 


Keighley.—E.C. propose cooking centre ad- 
joining Ingrow Council school, Ashbourne-rd. 
Plans by E. G. Felgate (A.), Borough A., 26, 
College-st. E ‘ge 

Rawecliffe.—West Riding C.C. propose altera- 
tions and additions to kitchen at Rawcliffe 
Hall Institution. Plans by A. Booth (A.), 
County A., County Hall, Wakefield. - 

Rowley Regis.—E.C. instructed Pritchard, 
Godwin & Clist (FF.), Bank-bldgs., Kidder- 
minster, to prepare plans for adaptation of 
existing dining-room for use as kitchen and for 
gymnasium to be used as dining-room at Boys 


Senior school. 
TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 
Denotes accepted subject to modification. 


Denotes accepted by Government 
Departments. 

Brierley Hill.—Erection of two houses, for 

U.D.C. R. H. J. Comber, S.: *Molyneux Bros., 


Bath-st., Walsall, £1,562. 
Haverthwaite.—Alterations, etc., for school 
meals service at Leven Valley school; for Lancs 
E.C. A. T. Nicholson (F.), County A., County- 
bldgs., Fishergate-hill, Preston: *John Leck & 
Son, Brown Edge-rd,, Ulverston, £1,202. 
Leeds.—Works for T.C.: Levelling sites, con- 
struction of concrete and pitched roads, sur- 
face water drains, sewers, etc., on approx. 
seven sites for advance preparation of housing 
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sites to accommodate 3,098 houses for Group, 
competent Leeds City Council (leader), Mor- 
jey B.C., and Rothwell D.C. R. A. H. Livett 
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(A.), Housing Director, Priestley 
Quarry dill, Leeds 9: *M. Harrison & Co. 
(Leeds), Ltd., Post Hill Quarries, Farnley, 
Stanningley, Leeds, £160,465. 

GLondon (Air Ministry).—List of contracts to 
value of £500 or over for week ended February 3. 

General maintenance work: R. and G. Brown 
(Amble), Ltd., Amble; H. E. Pitt, Ltd., Mill- 
field, Sunderland; J. Miller. and Partners, Ltd., 
Edinburgh ; Wallis and Sons, Ltd., 
London, 2. ‘ : 

Surfacing work: Chittenden and Simmons, 
Ltd., Great Haseley, nr. Oxford. 

Surface dressing work: Aubrey Watson, Ltd., 
London, 8.W.1. ‘ 

Painting work: Wm. Winstanley and Co., 
Ltd., Warrington, Lancs. 

Heating and hot water supply work: Z. D. 
Berry and Sons, Ltd., Warrington, Lancs; Wm. 
Freer, Ltd., London, W.C.1; F. G. Alden, Ltd., 
Oxford. 

Building work: John Eakin and Co., Ltd., 
Lendenioety ; J. Crawford and Son, London- 

erry. 

Electrical work : East Anglian Electric Supply 
Co., Ltd., Stowmarket, Suffolk; Anderson 
Angell and Co., Ltd., Woldingham, Surrey. 

GLondon (Ministry of Works).—Contracts 

laced by M.O.W. during week ending 

ebruary 1:— : : 

London: Civil engineering, Wests Piling and 
Construction Co., ., Bath-rd., Harmonds- 
worth, Middx; building works, Kearley, Ltd., 
Grove Works, British-gr., Chiswick, 4. 

Durham: Building works, Gordon, Durham 
and Co., Ltd., East Boldon, Co. Durham. 

Lancs: Building works, Wm. Livesay and 
Sons, Ltd., Nova Scotia, Saw Mills, Blackburn. 

Yorks: Building works, Haywood and Peirson, 
28, Bennett-la., Dewsbury. 

{London (War Dept.).—Works contracts 
placed by War Dept. for week ended January 


27 :— 

Yorks: Miscellaneous work, R. Cleminshaw, 
Ltd., Hull. 

Lines: Miscellaneous work, John Sheffield 
Construction Co., Ltd., Scunthorpe, Lincs. 

Staffs: Miscellaneous work, J. R. Deacon, 
Ltd., Lichfield, Staffs. 

Leics: Drainage work, W. Foster & Sons, 
Grantham. 

Warwickshire: Hutting (erection), J. K. 
Monsell (Ctrs.), Ltd., Coventry. 
_ Herefordshire: Miscellaneous work, Hiles & 
Son, Ltd., Hereford. 

Glamorgan: Miscellaneous work, Davies & 
Davies, Cardiff. 

Sussex: Miscellaneous work, H. R. Tuppen, 
Horam, Sussex. 


Oldham.—Conversion of buildings into 











Boyle’s ai-rume” Ventilator 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON, 
Ventilating Engineers, Emergency Address: $4 MORLAND 
AV., E. CROYDON, SURREY, Tel.: Addiscombe 1133 


STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 
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dining-hall at Derker school, for E.C. G. E. 
Hardy. B.E.: *Whitworth Whittaker & Co., 
Ltd., Robin Hill Works, Rochdale-rd. 
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LIMITED 
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and ELECTRICIANS’ SUPPLIES 
2] 


t 





LONDON: — &us 6:77 

3/4, University St., Tottenham Ct. Rd., W.C.1 
GLASGOW : 

126, W. Regent Street, C.2 City 7255 


LEEDS (E. J. Leedle Ltd.) : 


34, Hunslet Lane, Leeds 10 Leeds 24554 


MANCHESTER (Head Office) : 
Quay St., Manchester 3 = 84 660; 








Having Secured 
the Contract— 
what about the 
Steel Scaffolding ? 
TUBULAR 











SCAFFOLDING 


For the lowest Prices 

apply to the Oldest 

Firm in the Scaffolding 
Trade. 


STEPHENS & CARTER LTD. 


The British Steel Scaffolding Co. 


731-761, HARROW RD., N.W.10 


Telephone No. Ladbroke 1191 (6 lines) 
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Telephone : 





GALBRAITH 


LIMITED 


give notice that they 
have now removed 
to New Offices at 


34 & 35, HIGH HOLBORN 


CHAncery 7901-3 
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